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Flip? Or flop?

From Pastor Michael

That's the question that's addressed on
the HGTV show Flip or Flop. A husband and wife named Tarek and Christina attempt to transform run-down properties into valuable homes.

vated? Those of us who want to enter
God's house to sing thanksgiving and
praise, speak of God's wondrous deeds
and to bless the Lord -- well, we have
some serious work to do.

Tarek is a house flipper -- a specialist in
renovating distressed properties. Christina is a real estate agent who has an eye
for design. Together, they snatch up
foreclosed homes, restore them and attempt to sell them at a profit.

We need to flip the church.

Church consultant Loren Mead recommends that the church be turned on its
head, upside down. By this, he means
that church members need to be seen as
the true leaders of Christian mission,
One week, they won an auction on a
with clergy assigned the task of support1920s Spanish-style house in California. ing what church members are doing.
They could see that it needed a complete
overhaul, but sensed that its charming
This is a transformation as big as any of
original architecture would add to its
Tarek and Christina's overhauls.
value. Unfortunately, their contractor
found structural damage to the founda- For years, church mission was all about
tion and roof -- problems that could be
sending missionaries overseas, and clerdifficult and expensive to repair.
gy tended to organize these international
efforts. According to Mead, denominaTarek and Christina worried that these
tions "built parish systems, regional
structural issues would blow their entire structures and national entities that
renovation budget. The Spanish-style
could gather and deploy resources to the
house could turn out to be a profitable
critical point on the missionary frontier."
flip ... or a regrettable flop.
But now? The missionary frontier is the
In today's psalm, we read about another neighborhood around the local church.
"house," the house of the Lord. "O
No longer do we need to send missionLORD, I love the house in which you
aries to Africa -- if anything, the boomdwell" (v. 8). The writer of Psalm 26 is ing African church should send missionabsolutely crazy about the temple of the aries to us! We should find ways to fund
Lord, the place in which God's glory
vital missions and ministries in our own
lives (v. 8). He goes into God's house to neighborhoods.
sing thanksgivings and speak of God's
wondrous deeds (v. 7). He wants nothing In years past, church members supported
more than to stand on level ground and the clergy and denominational leaders
bless the Lord in the middle of the con- who did mission overseas. Today, clergy
gregation (v. 12).
and denominational leaders should support the church members who are doing
Does the church need flipping?
mission in the neighborhood. The people in the pew "should be seen as the
So where does this leave us? Is the 21st front line of the church's ministry and
century church a flop? Or can it be reno- mission," says Pastor Paul Goetting.

Flip? or Flop?, continue

"Below them, uplifting and supporting
So the flipping of the church can be
them, are the bishops and the pastors and done by anyone who is willing to make
the leaders of the congregation."
God's house a base for mission to the
community.
That's flipping the church. Turning it upBegin with "a song of thanksgiving" (v.
side down.
7), giving praise to God for his steadfast
love which comes to us through Jesus
In a church that has been flipped, the
Christ.
people sitting in worship on Sunday
morning are not there because it is time
to go to church. Instead, they are present Continue with the telling of all God's
"wondrous deeds" (v. 7), from the liberbecause they trust in the Lord and are
trying to walk in integrity -- trying to be ation of the Israelites to the resurrection
of Jesus.
the loving and faithful people that God
has created them to be.
Be willing to be tested in "heart and
Like the writer of Psalm 26, these flipped mind" (v. 2), so that you can go out into
Christians come to church saying, "Prove the world as strong and effective discime, O LORD, and try me; test my heart ples of Christ.
and mind. For your steadfast love is before my eyes, and I walk in faithfulness Make your one hour of worship a
springboard for 167 hours of service.
to you" (vv. 1-3). They see church as a
place to learn, grow and be tested in the Come on Sundays with an open spirit to
faith, knowing that the steadfast love of be renewed to share your faith. Expect
denominational resources to be directed
God is the unshakable foundation of
toward mission and ministry in the comChristian life.
munity, so that lives will be transformed
by the good news of God's love.
The worship of a flipped church has a
distinctive goal, according to Pastor
Geoff Sinibaldo. "Stories are told, litur- That's flipping the church. Done in such
a way that God's house will never be a
gies are led, Scripture is taught, sermons are preached and sacraments are run-down property, but, instead, a showgiven for the very reason of sending the place -- a location that will inspire people to say, "O LORD, I love the house
fed and forgiven back into the world."
in which you dwell, and the place where
That's right -- worship is not geared toyour glory abides" (v. 8).
ward attracting people to church and
keeping them there. Instead, services and
Upside-down is okay, as long as God is
programs are geared toward "living our
faith beyond our walls as we do the other present and lives are changed.
167 hours of the week."
Lift up your heart and give thanks for
Traditional churches focus on one hour a the love of God demonstrated so powerfully in the death and resurrection of
week. Flipped churches, on the other
hand, use the one hour to support the oth- Christ. What difference does this love
make in your life? What testimony can
er 167 hours.
you give week by week to God’s goodness? Begin with a song of thanksgivAre you ready to flip? An upside-down
ing (Psalm 26:7).
church is a mission-oriented church,
faithful to the ministry and mission of
Ask the Lord that we might “Flip” the
Christ and focused on changing lives.
ministry at Trinity, reaching out to othBut it must also have the capacity to
ers as never before.
endure and be sustainable for the longterm, with the support of regional, national and international church bodies.

It’s time to order Poinsettias to decorate the
church for Advent and Christmas.
If you would like to sponsor a plant, please fill out
one of the envelopes on the table in the Narthex.
Plants will be $7.00 each. After you have completed
the information on the envelope, you may place it in
the offering plate, or give it directly to Ned Schillow.
Orders are due no later than Sunday Dec 11th. You
will be able to take you plants home after Dec. 24th!

ADVENT
WORKSHOP
Please join us for the Advent Workshop
Friday, December 2nd @ 6:30 PM
If you’d like to sponsor a craft table or just help out,
or bring your little ones to participate,
everyone is welcome.
For more information contact:
Pam Morris @ 215-859-6621

SAVE THE DATE
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 9th
6:00 PM
YOUNG & OLD, SINGERS & NON-SINGERS
PLEASE JOIN US FOR SOME FUN & CHRISTMAS SPIRIT
BY CHRISTMAS CAROLING THROUGH THE VILLAGE OF SKIPPACK

Daily Bread Community Food Pantry...
Christmas is coming and food for the holidays is needed as well as
everyday items too.
Please remember those less fortunate as you shop.
You are the best!
Thank you!

For Christmas the Human Services Committee would like to provide warm socks
and cookies for the seniors that rely on
the Daily Bread Community Food Pantry. This year there are 80 seniors.
Please keep in mind that this may be the only Christmas gift
some of the seniors receive. To keep all the socks uniform,
the committee has purchased the socks at a great price. If
you would like to contribute a monetary donation, please see
Nancy Gallagher or Laura Parker.
In addition to the socks, we are asking for donations of
homemade cookies. We would like to provide a dozen cookies for each senior. Please bag three to four in a zip lock bag
and give them to either Nancy, Laura or drop them off at
the church office. We need all the cookies no later than
Thursday, December 1, at 9:30AM.
This is an important and worthwhile outreach to our neighbors in need. Thank you for your support!

ANGEL TREE
There are Christmas Angels tags on the tree in the
narthex. On each tag is an item for a boy or girl that
relies on the Daily Bread Community Food Pantry. If you are interested in purchasing an item,
please take a tag and purchase the requested item,
and then place the unwrapped item under the tree by December
15th. Please keep in mind that the parents are only able to pick
three (3) gifts for each child. It is better to buy one larger gift than
a lot of small gifts. Each child gets three (3) gifts, large or small.
The Human Services Committee thanks you for your support!

Christmas Service:
Christmas Eve
5:00 PM Family Service in the
Ed. Bldg.
7:00 PM Music and Candlelight
in the church.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU!
Nov. 19
Nov. 21
Nov. 25
Nov. 28

Dec. 6
Dec. 17
Dec. 20

Dec. 24
Dec. 25
Dec. 27

Allisyn Sauerwald
Liam Morris
Marie Souder
Ann Press
David Leva

Kathy Gorski
Rita Dickey
Peggy Hood
Fred Nowark
Janet Crossgrove
Christopher Hayes
Faye Wagner
Bob Davis
Martha Alderman
Penny Walker

Trinity Christian’s 2016 Operation Christmas Child Campaign saw a merge of
the two philosophies that churches use. Not only did we continue to take donations of items, supplies and money to buy more supplies, but we also asked
families and groups of the church to sponsor a box of their own. In the end the
experiment of including "Sponsored Boxes", along with the class boxes,
worked much better than expected. We usually donate between 20 and 30
shoeboxes with a top of 32 once. This year the total is 46. 11 were sponsored
by families of the church, and the other 35 came from the class through purchased and donated items to the cause (see breakdown below). In the end they
are all packed, wrapped and included a card from the church with the hope of
someday getting a response back. I cannot thank everyone enough for keeping
this going. I was worried it would end with the current Sunday School structure, but the younger children saw I was a co-teacher and asked me to give
them their shoebox chance long before I could ask them. Thanks again for
keeping the children’s tradition of helping other less fortunate children experience the joy of Christmas through our gifts and prayers
Harry Crossgrove
Total 46 - Class 35 & Sponsored 11
Breakdown:
2-4 year old (7 boy 9 girl 16 total)
5-9 year old (10 each 20 total)
10-14 year old (5 each 10 total)

With a lot of change in the Children’s Sunday School this year, things
are off and running and our class of highly energetic students is already doing
some great things. With the students ranging from Kindergarten through third
grade, we have been taking a look at many of the major bible stories. The two
teachers, including Susan Vogl and myself, have visited Noah’s Ark and traveled along the path of Moses. We learned about Baptism to go along with the
Confirmation and Baptism during a previous service. We have challenged the
class to begin learning a couple of the key tenets of Christianity. We are starting with the Lord’s Prayer, practicing by reciting it every week. They have a
goal of being able to say it themselves by the end of the year for a special
prize.
Our class of students has turned out to be a very ambitious and caring
group of children. They love helping others and asked for weeks if they could
continue the shoebox project now that they were in the older class. We have
been working for the past several weeks toward the final box-packing day.
With their hard work, donated items, and donated (filled) shoeboxes, we far
surpassed their 20 box goal.
As we approach the Christmas season, there are a couple of dates to be
aware of. Sunday Nov 20, after the Congregation Meeting we will be decorating the church buildings. Kids through adults are invited to put their touch in
decorating the church for the season. This year the Choir is doing a special
music presentation during the whole service on 12/18. With both of us participating, we encourage all families to sit back and listen to the message of
Christmas through song and readings. With both of the holidays of the season
falling on Sundays, there will also be no Sunday school on Christmas Morning
(12/25) as well as New Years Morning (1/1).
Respectfully Submitted
Harry Crossgrove
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