Trinity Christian U.C.C.
Skippack, PA

Advent Newsletter 2017
From the Pastor’s Study
I’ve been a fan of the Peanuts gang since childhood, and Christmas
for me starts when I hear Linus recite Luke 2:8-20. Charlie Brown
was afraid that he never understood the real meaning of Christmas,
and Linus reminds him that the real holiday doesn’t focus on presents and cards, the perfect tree, or worrying about all the things we
are expected to do perfectly. The real meaning of Christmas centers
upon a holy baby.
As a pastor, I have heard the angels’ words so many times, and they
often lose their impact. Angels are divine messengers, described as
very large beings radiating light from being in God’s presence.
None are described as beautiful blonde women in flowy gowns or little cherubs with wings. Who would be afraid of a message from
them? The Christmas angels are not described in detail, but those
who heard God’s message from their lips were extremely afraid.
Were they afraid of what they saw or did they recognize them as beings close to God and feared for their lives? In those days nobody
expected to live after experiencing God.
To the shepherds the angel said, “Don’t be afraid! I bring you good
news that will bring great joy to all people.” The long promised
Savior has arrived as a helpless infant. Instead of announcing a
royal birth to important people, God chose to announce this miracle
to the little people working their menial jobs to support their families. Could it be that God actually cares about the lowly as well?
The shepherds now understood that the real meaning of Christmas
is God inhabiting a human body so that he could be with us as a human and experience creation in an intimate way. God wants to be
in relationship with us and wants all humanity, all creation to experience God. What could there be better news than that? God desires our companionship, not our trembling fear; God wants to be
embraced and loved like an infant in a mother’s arms.
As we move into this holiday season, let’s ask Spirit, How can we
dwell with and embrace this awesome God? How can we share that
experience with others? (WS)

Prayer Practice: St. Augustine said “The one who sings prays
twice.” Many Christmas hymns inspire awe and praise. Sing or
listen to a few of your favorite hymns involving angels, such as
Hark the Herald Angels Sing, Angels, From the Realms of Glory,
or Angels We Have Heard on High. If you do not have the music,
look up the words on the Internet and read through them slowly.
Allow the words to inspire your own praise. (WS)
Creative Prompt: Spend a few minutes flipping through a magazine, tearing out 10 or 12 images and/or words that call to you as
you focus on “messengers from God” and “God’s message”. Arrange and rearrange those images on a piece of paper, trim as
needed until it feels done and you have created a collage that resonates with you. Paste these pieces down with a glue stick or
clear tape and place it somewhere in your home to see and reflect
on during this Advent season. (SH)
See you in church this Sunday!

Pastor Wanda Schwandt

Director of Music
Melina Urban started out as a substitute accompanist to fill in on Sundays
when our Director of Music was on vacation or during the times when we
were looking for a replacement. It was with great joy that she joined Trinity
Christian on September 1, 2015 as the permanent Director of Music.
During this time she has blessed us with her musical talents. The pieces
she played during the introit, communion and after the service have been,
to say the least, beautiful and heartwarming. Her music had a way of releasing the stress and anxiety of the week and brought you to a place filled
with peace and the presence of our Lord. She has done a remarkable job
with the choir, selecting some familiar favorites as well as introducing new
anthems. Sadly, the time has come for her to leave us. She has accepted
a position at a Polish Catholic Church in Royersford. Melina’s last Sunday
at Trinity was October 29, 2017. This was a very difficult decision for her,
but one that was ultimately in her best interest. She loved her time with us
and will miss everyone as much as we will miss her.
The Worship Committee has met and has begun the process of finding a
replacement. During this time, we will have a substitute accompanist play
during the service each Sunday. We ask that you keep the Worship
Committee in your prayers as we begin the search for our next Director of
Music. Any suggestions, comments or questions can be directed to any
member of the Worship Committee.
Respectfully,
Susan Vogl, Worship Committee Chairperson

Sunday School Field Trip
The Sunday School teachers, children and parents went to
Merrymead Farm on Sunday, October 15, 2017. This was a time
for the children to enjoy spending time together and getting to
know each other better. We had 6 children, 5 adults and 2
teachers. We started the day immediately following the
Church Service and Sunday School with a light lunch in the
Education Building. Before we left, Harry lead us in prayer and
then we were off. We arrived at Merrymead with 6 very
excited children. They played games and won some prizes,
painted pumpkins, went on a hay ride, ran through a cornstalk
tunnel, crawled through an inflatable tunnel, slid down an inflatable slide and of course finished the day with ice cream. It was
wonderful to see their smiling faces and hear their laughter. It
was a great day for all!

We look forward to having another field trip in the upcoming
months.
Respectfully,
Susan Vogl, Christian Education Chairperson

SKIPPACK DAYS
For the first time in five years, the first week of October
gave us great weather for Skippack Days. We finally were able to
have the food and Flea Market outside, and the event was a much
bigger success than we’ve had in a while. There were so many members of Trinity who came out and worked in many of the areas that
help us provide fellowship to the Skippack Community, while making a
little money for the church. The Total breakdown for the weekend’s
activities are as follows:
Food
Parking
Spaces
Attic Treasures
Grand Total

$563.50
708.00
165.00
430.83
$1867.33

I cannot thank everyone enough for all of the help of so many
of you who made this day the huge success that it was.
Respectfully submitted,
Harry F. Crossgrove
Skippack Days Chair

THE STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE would like to thank
everyone who helped set up, serve, and clean up, as well as
those who attended the Community Turkey Dinner on
November 4th. It was a huge success because of everyone
involved. The dinner made a profit of $1,811.
We also want to thank everyone who supported the Dinner
Theater fundraiser, either by attending the event and/or
providing desserts. This event was also a success and made
the church a profit of $1,200.

Thank you again for supporting the church’s fundraisers!

The children’s Sunday School will present a
Christmas program during the 10:15 am worship
service on December 17th. The program is “A
Candy Cane at Christmas”. Come and learn the
legend of the Candy Cane. There will also be a
Christmas Party for the children following the worship service.

ADVENT BEGINS with Holy Communion on Sunday, December 3rd. We
will journey to the manger together with Hope, Peace, Love and Joy.
Each week, Sunday School children and their families will light the advent
wreath. They will be moving the manger figures into place as we reflect
on their place in our hearts as well.
Manger Prayers - Each week in worship we will write our prayers on slips
of paper and place them in an empty manger in the chancel. These prayers will remain there until Christmas Eve when the Christ child will rest
upon them in the manger, covering our prayers with his divine presence
on that most holy night.
Advent Angels is a devotional booklet for each
Sunday of our Advent journey plus Epiphany. This
booklet was written by Pastor Wanda Schwandt
and Suzanne Halstead. It contains Pastor Wanda’s
meditations and prayer practice and Suzanne’s
creative prompt which invites you to play as you
pray. There are copies of Advent Angels on the table below the bulletin
board in the Narthex (the main floor under the sanctuary).
The Prayer Station this month is Praying with Prayer Beads.
Our minds are often distracted. Using your body in prayer can help
our focus on God, aiding the mind’s concentration. Prayer beads
have been used for centuries by the Orthodox and Roman Catholic
Christians (and non-Christian faiths). Beads help remove blocks to
prayer as well as deepen awareness of God’s presence in our daily
journey.
Instead of filling every moment with noise of some kind, whether it
is music, television or reading, as you usually might do, allow silence to be a blessing to you. Use the time to converse with God
instead. A continued practice such as this gives comfort that the
day’s activities are opened and offered to God as much as is possible.
These particular prayer beads are created around the A.C.T.S. prayer
form: A=adoration, C=confession, T=thanksgiving, and S=supplication.
Each of these are explained on the page that goes with the beads.
These prayer beads are Pastor Wanda’s gift to you this holiday season.
Take one from the table under the bulletin board in the Narthex.

It’s Time to Order Poinsettias!
If you would like to purchase a plant in honor or memory of a loved one,
please fill out one of the envelopes on the table in the Narthex and place
it in the offering plate, or give it directly to Ned Schillow. Plants are
$7.00 each. Orders are due no later than Sunday, Dec. 3rd. You will be
able to take your plants home after the Christmas Eve Service.

Injury Incident Report Form
Having someone get injured on our property is not something anyone
wants to see happen. The reality is that it can happen, and we want to
be prepared if an injury happens in the future. The Consistory has
created an Injury Incident Report Form. Copies will be available on the
table in the Narthex as well as in the Church office. This form should be
completed immediately following the event which resulted in a person
being injured in one of our church buildings or surrounding property.
The information gathered on the form will be helpful to both the injured
person as well as Trinity Christian. The original form will be kept on file
in the Church office with a copy given to the injured person. If you have
any questions regarding the form, please contact
a member of Consistory.

There are CHRISTMAS ANGEL TAGS on the tree in
the Narthex. Each tag will list a gift for a boy or girl
that relies on the Daily Bread Food Pantry. If you are
interested in purchasing that gift, please take the tag,
and then place the unwrapped gift under the tree by
December 18th. Please keep in mind that the parents are only able to
pick three gifts for each child. It is better to buy one large gift
rather than a lot of small gifts. Each child gets three gifts, large or
small. The Human Services Committee would like to thank you for
your continued support!

Another Operation Christmas Child collection and packing season is
complete, and once again the members of Trinity pulled through. With
everyone’s help, we were able to help the children of the Sunday School
reach out to needy children across the globe by providing them with a little gift and note saying that the 1st to 4th grade members of a Sunday
school class in the small town of Skippack, PA thought about them,
prayed for them and wished them a happy and healthy Christmas season.
(The things the kids came up with to pray for as we saw the boxes on
their way.) Even with all of the other worthy organizations that we have
donated money and items for in the recent past (backpacks, etc.) we were
able to come up with the supplies to completely fill 23 shoe boxes, with
five more filled and donated by the members of Trinity, for a total of 28
this year. The staff and children of the Sunday School would all like to
thank you for your continued support of all that we do and wish everyone
a very blessed Christmas Season!
Yours in Christ,
Harry F. Crossgrove
Sunday School Co-Teacher

SAVE THE DATE!
Friday, December 8th—6:00 PM
Young & Old, Singers & Non-Singers
Please join us for some fun and Christmas spirit
by Christmas caroling through the Village of Skippack.
Any questions, contact Nancy Gallagher at 610-584-1468.

HOAGIE SALE
Saturday, December 16
Pick-up from 10 am—1 pm or sell-out
$6.00 each
Italian, Turkey, Ham & Cheese
(Pre-orders due by Sunday, December 10 after worship.)

Blue Christmas – December 21st is the longest night of the
year, a night when darkness seems to overtake the light. For
some, the holiday season with its trappings and gifts, decorations and meals, and Christmas carols of joy and good will, can
be a difficult time for those who struggle. This year, Trinity
Christian Church is offering a Blue Christmas service
(Dec. 22, 7:00 PM, Fellowship Hall) for those who feel blue,
for those who fear the darkness may overtake the light in their
life.
For many people, Christmas is a difficult time. Some grieve
the loss of a loved one, some are lonely, some have lost a job,
some are suffering from illness or the pain of a broken relationship. Others feel financial stress or the anxiety brought
on by the hectic holiday rush. This service is planned for anyone who, for whatever reason, finds it hard to cope with the
Christmas season.
There will be gentle music, readings, healing prayer, and a
time for quiet reflection. There will be an opportunity to receive Holy Communion and to light a candle in memory of a
loved one, or as a sign of hope. Invite someone who might
also appreciate this service to come with you. Please come
and enjoy peaceful worship amid the hectic chaos of the
Christmas season.

Christmas Services:
Christmas Eve
Sunday, December 24
(No Sunday School)
Morning Worship 10:15 AM
Family Worship 5:00 PM in the Church
with casual communion
Candlelight & Holy Communion Service 7:00 PM
Worship will follow bringing the beauty of the season alive
once again as we celebrate the Christ Child in our midst
through communion and singing our praises by candlelight.

DAILY BREAD COMMUNITY FOOD PANTRY
Support us by shopping on Amazon Smile!
When you shop at smile.amazon.com, Amazon donates.
Click the link below to start supporting the Food Pantry!
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/47-1481813
What is Amazon Smile?
Amazon Smile is a simple and automatic way for you to support
your favorite charitable organization every time you shop, at no
cost to you. When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the
exact same low prices, vast selection and convenient shopping
experience as Amazon.com, with the added bonus that
Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase price to your favorite
charitable organization.
Do I need a separate account for Amazon Smile from my current Amazon account?
No, you use the same account for both amazon.com and
smile.amazon.com! Your shopping cart, Wish List, wedding or baby registry, and other account settings are also the same.
You may want to bookmark smile.amazon.com to make it even
easier to return and start your shopping at Amazon Smile.
Thank you for your continued support! Please share this with your
friends and neighbors!

On Sunday, January 14, 2018, we are hosting
a Martin Luther King Jr. worship and
candlelight walk, sponsored by the Skippack
Pike Association Ministerium (SPAM as we
affectionately call it). The members of
community churches are invited to worship,
then process with lit candles from the church through town. Please join
us as we light the night for peace!

Social Committee
The 2017-2018 Social Committee dinners and committee activities
have taken a back seat so far this year due to the committee of
three’s involvement in all of the recent church-wide activities
(Skippack Days, Turkey Dinner, etc.). We did start off with the
September Barbecue which was a success, nearly selling out of the
chicken that we had on hand. There needs, however, to be a change
in the upcoming Social Event schedule. Due to committee members
not being available, we had to switch the December and January
events. As it stands now, on December 16th we will have our next
Hoagie Sale. Pick-up will be from 10 am-1 pm or sell-out. Final preorders will be due Sunday, December 10th after church. We will
start our dinner season titled “Disney Around the World” now in
January on the 6th with our Disney in Paris meal. More will follow in
our year-end report concerning the 2018 activities. Thank you for
your continued support of the Social Committee events. To prevent
future cancellations and moving of events, we need more people to
join our small committee. We currently have three committee members with one additional for the entertainment at the meals. We
need more members to help with the planning, cooking, as well as
serving and clean-up. With everyone working together, we will be
able to continue to provide the festive activities for the members of
Trinity and the Skippack area.

Faithfully submitted,
Harry F. Crossgrove
Social Committee Chair

December
12/17
Rita Dickey
12/17
Peggy Hood
12/20
Fred Nowark
12/20
Janet Crossgrove
12/20
Christopher Hayes
12/21
Pastor Wanda Schwandt
12/24
Faye Wagner
12/25
Bob Davis
12/27
Penny Walker

January
1/5
1/9
1/9
1/12
1/21
1/23
1/24
1/26
1/27
1/28

Belle Lopez
Jo Ann Davis
Jennifer Riccitelli
Pam Morris
June Fretz
Charles Hayes
Skip Dickey, Jr.
Elaine Becker
Edward Harkins
Laura Parker

February
2/10
Crystal Crossgrove
2/11
Nathan Hayes
2/12
Nancy Gallagher
2/15
Diana Polec
2/17
Dru Schillow
2/17
Chris Morris
2/17
Kevin Sauerwald
2/19
Becky Sauerwald
2/20
Ella Mae Kalbach
2/26
Donald Souder

Trinity Christian UCC
P.O. Box 538
2009 Church Road
Skippack, Pa 19474

Adult Sunday School: 9:15 AM
Children’s Sunday School and Worship Service: 10:15 AM
Website: www.trinityskippack.org

