Trinity Christian U.C.C.
Skippack, PA

Advent Newsletter 2020
From the Pastor’s Study
In the desert of life, prepare a pathway for God.
In the wilderness, make a highway for our God.
Every valley shall be raised up, every mountain and hill made low;
And the glory of God shall be revealed among us.
Isaiah 40:3-5 adapted
In this year like no other, we prepare for an Advent like no other.
So far, 2020 has not gone the way we expected. Our traditions and routines have shifted so we can stay at home and practice social distancing.
A few years ago, if we saw someone wearing a face mask, we would
assume they were undergoing chemotherapy or had a compromised immune system; now, when we are out and about and we see people not
wearing masks, we wonder about them. Over the past 9 months or so,
we have adjusted to ZOOM meetings and participating in worship over a
live feed. We have stockpiled toilet paper and Clorox wipes. We now
have a variety of face masks to match our attire.
We are all tired….tired of the pandemic…tired of the chaos
…tired of the lack of routine.
In this season, as we simultaneously await Jesus’ birth as a baby
in a manger and await Jesus’ return to earth as the Redeemer of the
World, let us work to relax. Let us work to focus on our faith instead of
missing the traditions that have to be put on hold. Let us work to be
thankful for our blessings and the positives in our lives instead of dwelling on the things we can’t do this year.
The story of the Old Testament is a story of people waiting. The
people waited for God to fill the earth with Abraham’s seed – people who
were faithful to God. The Hebrew slaves waited to be released from their
captivity; and then they waited for 40 years to enter the Promised Land
from the wilderness. The people of Israel waited for God to anoint a king
to rule over them. They waited for God to free them from being ruled by
foreign governments – the Assyrians, the Babylonians, the Persians, the
Seleucids, the Romans. They waited for the Messiah.
As we wait for the end of Covid-19, let us take heart in the words
of promise of our Scripture. God says in Deuteronomy 31: “Be strong and
courageous. Do not be afraid or terrified because of them, for the Lord
your God goes with you; he will never leave you nor forsake you.”

When we read about the times of waiting of the Old Testament
people, we know God answered their prayers. We know Jesus the messiah was born, risen and will come again. God frees us from bondage and
restores us to new life in God. We know God answered their prayers and
we believe God will answer our prayers. This too shall pass.
So, let us take heart in this season of Advent, a season of waiting
for Jesus. God hears our prayers and God will answer them.
Blessings, Pastor Amelie
You will go out in joy and be led forth in peace;
the mountains and hills will burst into song before you,
and all the trees of the field will clap their hands.

Isaiah 55:12

Reopening Committee
Trinity’s Reopening Committee continues to meet
regularly. We are monitoring the Covid-19 infection rates for
Montgomery County and considering them as we plan for the
Advent and Christmas season. We are working to make faithful
decisions that will keep our community as safe as possible.

REMINDER!
Once again, the Human Services Committee will provide gift bags to
the seniors that rely on the Daily Bread Food Pantry. To keep with
tradition, we will also provide a dozen homemade cookies to each
senior. If you are baking cookies, they need to be at the church by
noon on Sunday, November 29th (3-4 cookies, depending on size,
bagged by flavor in a zip-lock bag). We will be packing the gift bags
and cookie tins in the Education Building on Monday, November
30th at 9:30 a.m. If you are interested in helping, please contact
Nancy Gallagher at 610-584-1468.
This is an important and worthwhile outreach to our neighbors in
need. For many of them, this gift bag and cookies will be their only
Christmas gifts. Thank you for your generous support!

President’s Thoughts
Fellow members, family and friends of Trinity,
I’d like to wish everyone a healthy, safe and blessed Advent
season.
This has been a very weird year to say the least, but I am hopeful
that we will be able to be together again in worship. With all this
pandemic going around, it’s been very tough to share our praises
to the Lord in person. We have been blessed to have the capability
to stream the Hymn Sing and Worship Service each Sunday on
Facebook, as well as provide a face-to-face service on ZOOM.
While it is sad to not be in the Sanctuary, the Education Building
has worked well for “in-person” worship.
We are planning three services for Christmas Eve in the sanctuary.
The sanctuary will be sprayed and sanitized between the services
to provide a safe environment for each service. We will also
broadcast the services via Facebook live so those who choose to
stay at home can share our praising “somewhat” together. We are
planning to return to the Ed building after Christmas Eve. This is
necessary to keep the CDC guidelines in force.
Consistory and the Reopening Committee have been working together to try to keep us all as safe as possible. My feelings are that
we are doing our best under the circumstances.

We have been told to stay home, wear a mask and social distance.
This has caused us to feel isolated, lonely or unconnected with
others. I want you all to know, you are not alone. We have ways of
reaching out to each other that will help us heal and support each
other until the day we can hug, talk, laugh and worship together in
the same room side by side. Phone or send a card to those you
know who are shut-ins. Join ZOOM for worship on Sunday
mornings to hear the message or join the Adult Sunday School to
get a more personal experience. Keep the lines of communication
open and let others know how you are thinking about them and they
are in your prayers.
My expectation for 2021 is to have a vaccine and try to return to a
“somewhat “ normalcy.
My hopes and prayers go out to all of the members, family and
friends for a safe and heathy holiday.
Respectfully submitted,
Bill Vogl
Consistory President

Education Building
Masks must be worn at all times.
Distancing must be observed—9 feet,
except for families.
Temperatures will be taken.
Hand sanitizer and sanitizing spray
available throughout the building.
Limited to 24 in attendance (plus the Pastor). You must
RSVP if you will be attending in person, either by email to the
Pastor (PastorAmelieSell@gmail.com), cell: 314-680-0897, or the
church office (trinityskippacksec2@gmail.com),
phone: 610-584-4054.

On Sunday mornings, in addition to attending worship in our
Education Building, you can join us on Facebook or ZOOM.
We also have a Sunday morning Bible Study on ZOOM at
8:45 a.m. Here is the link to log in:
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/76933813590?pwd=Nzc0MkthZFB
kdmVNTGYycjVtRXkwUT09
Meeting ID: 769 3381 3590
Password: 7qLSWw
Join us for our Sunday morning hymn sing at 9:45 a.m. livestreamed from the “Ralien Luann Besch” Facebook page.

10:15 a.m. Facebook Livestream Worship. You can find us at
our “Trinity Christian UCC Skippack” Facebook page.
11:00 a.m. ZOOM worship. You can login at this link:
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/75566827269?pwd=WEhnUm11L0R
vWTM5eXJaU2tFeCtHZz09
Meeting ID: 755 6682 7269
Password: 2HcmqK
Trinity now has a blog where Pastor Amelie is posting notes to the
congregation and the text of her sermons. If you would like to
read these notes and messages, you can find them at:
www.trinityskippack.blogspot.com

\

HYMNALS
If you would like to borrow a hymnal from the
church, please let Pastor Amelie know and she will
arrange for you to receive one.

Here is our new Wednesday music schedule:
Adult Choir - 1st and 3rd Wednesday of each month on ZOOM
Mission Music - 2nd Wednesday of each month on ZOOM
Leo - 4th Wednesday of each month on Facebook
Special Surprise - when there is a 5th Wednesday of the month
Each of our Wednesday activities will be at 7:00 p.m. Here is the
ZOOM link for our music ministry Wednesday evening activities:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87363505182
Meeting ID: 873 6350 5182

Drive-thru Hoagie Sale
Saturday, December 5th
10 am - 1 pm (or sell-out)
$6.00 each - Italian, Turkey, Ham
We need volunteers! Please let Pastor
Amelie or Deb in the church office know
if you are able to help.
You can pre-order by using the link on
the Church’s website or call Harry
Crossgrove at 610-584-0843.

ORNAMENT DECORATING
The Advent Kits that were distributed by
Pastor Amelie, contain many things for you to
do - things to read, things to color, things to
contemplate. On Sunday, December 13th, we will have a wholechurch ornament decorating party over ZOOM. Between 2 and
4 p.m., everyone is invited to log onto ZOOM and visit with each
other as we color the ornaments enclosed in the Advent Kit.
Here is the link for the gathering:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82854155123
Meeting ID: 828 5415 5123

TOY DRIVE WISH LIST
This is a guide for people without kids. If you know a child, ask
them what they want for a gift.
Girls

Boys

Polly Pockets
Legos for girls
My Little Pony
LOL
Hello Kitty
OMG
Trolls

Legos
Hot Wheel Cities
Star Wars Toys
P J Mask
Mindcraft

Boys and Girls
Playstixs
Paw Patrol
V-Tech Toys
Nerf Toys
Puzzles
Games
We always need teen gifts:
I-Tunes and Game Stop Gift Cards
Make-up Kits
Bath Sets
Nail Polish
Adult Size Zip-Up Hoodies or Lounge Pants
Axe or Old Spice Gift Sets
DO NOT NEED
Jewelry, Craft Kits, Children’s Clothing, Stocking Stuffers,
Barbies
Please keep in mind: Our parents pick three (3) gifts for each
child. It is better to buy one larger gift than a lot of small things.
Each child gets three (3) gifts, large or small.
Please drop off your gifts at the church by Sunday,
December 20th.
As always, thank you for your generous support!

We continue to collect food and toiletry items for the Daily Bread
Food Pantry. They can be left at the doors of the church.
The Daily Bread has started their annual coat drive for kids.
They can use coats of all sizes for boys and girls. The Daily Bread
would like “brand new coats”.
The Daily Bread’s current needs change every few weeks. This is
their latest list of needs:
Personal Care: Laundr y Deter gent, Cleaning Supplies*
Food: J elly, J am, Peanut Butter , Mayonnaise, Ketchup, Rice,
Skillet Helpers or Rice-A-Roni, Cookies, Chips, Juice, Shelf Stable
Milk, Stuffing, Pie Crust Mix, Pie Crust Fillings in Cans
Pet Care: Dr y Cat Food*
And any other items you wish to donate would greatly be appreciated!
* These items can’t be purchased with Food Stamps.

Blue Christmas
The Skippack Area Ministerium Pastors decided to collaborate
on a Blue Christmas Service this year. This is a service for
people who are having a hard time getting into “the Holiday
Spirit” - those who are grieving, those who are depressed, those
who are very conscious of loved ones who we
can’t gather with this year. Since we are in the
middle of a pandemic, most of us may be feeling
“blue” as we prepare for Christmas this year.
The service will be streamed on our “Trinity
Christian UCC Skippack” Facebook page on
December 21st at 7:00 p.m. Please join us.

DAILY BREAD COMMUNITY FOOD PANTRY
Support us by shopping on Amazon Smile!
When you shop at smile.amazon.com, Amazon donates.
Click the link below to start supporting the Food Pantry!
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/47-1481813
What is Amazon Smile?
Amazon Smile is a simple and automatic way for you to support your
favorite charitable organization every time you shop, at no cost to
you. When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact
same low prices, vast selection and convenient shopping experience
as Amazon.com, with the added bonus that
Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase price to your favorite
charitable organization.
Do I need a separate account for Amazon Smile from my current
Amazon account?
No, you use the same account for both amazon.com and
smile.amazon.com! Your shopping cart, Wish List, wedding or baby
registry, and other account settings are also the same.
You may want to bookmark smile.amazon.com to make it even easier to return and start your shopping at Amazon Smile.

Thank you for your continued support! Please share this with your
friends and neighbors!

Christmas Eve Services:
Thursday, December 24
12:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
In-person services will be held in the Sanctuary, limited to 24 in
attendance (plus the Pastor). You must RSVP to either
Pastor Amelie (PastorAmelieSell@gmail.com),
cell: 314-680-0897, or Deb in the church office
(trinityskippacksec2@gmail.com), phone: 610-584-4054, if you will
be attending in person. The services will also be live
streamed on Facebook. We will be following the recommended
guidelines issued by Montgomery County.

December
12/17
Rita Dickey
12/17
Peggy Hood
12/20
Janet Crossgrove
12/20
Christopher Hayes
12/24
Faye Wagner
12/25
Bob Davis
12/27
Aubree Cox
12/27
Penny Walker

January
1/3
1/5
1/9
1/9
1/12
1/21
1/23
1/23
1/24
1/26
1/27
1/28

Chelsey Cox
Belle Lopez
Jo Ann Davis
Jennifer Riccitelli
Pam Morris
June Fretz
Charles Hayes
Carolynn White
Skip Dickey, Jr.
Elaine Becker
Edward Harkins
Laura Parker

February
2/10
Crystal Crossgrove
2/11
Nathan Hayes
2/12
Nancy Gallagher
2/15
Diana Polec
2/17
Dru Schillow
2/17
Chris Morris
2/17
Kevin Sauerwald
2/19
Becky Sauerwald
2/20
Ella Mae Kalbach
2/26
Donald Souder

Trinity Christian UCC
P.O. Box 538
2009 Church Road
Skippack, Pa 19474

ZOOM Bible Study 8:45 AM
Facebook Livestream Hymn Sing 9:45 AM
Worship Service: In Person 10:15 AM in Education Building (RSVP required)
Facebook Livestream 10:15 AM
ZOOM 11:00 AM
Website: www.trinityskippack.org
Blog: www.trinityskippack.blogspot.com
Pastor: Amelie Sell
PastorAmelieSell@gmail.com

