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From the Pastor’s Study
Greetings of love and fellowship in our Lord Jesus Christ!

It has been a pleasure getting to know you these past few months, and I am
delighted to be serving you as Transitional Minister. For the next year or so,
the Pastoral Search Team will be inviting you to participate in the search process for a new settled pastor. In the meantime, I thought I would tell you a
bit about myself.
As I was growing up, faith and church were interwoven with family life.
I often wish it were still the case in society. We live in the little village of
Tylersport. My father’s family was Lutheran (into which I was baptized), and
Mom’s family were UCC from the German Reformed tradition (into which I
was confirmed and ordained 2008).

Mark and I have been married for over 33 years. Mark is an electronic design
engineer and an all-around loveable kind of guy. We love to travel together
and go to the movies. We have 2 adult children, Mitchell and Catie
Crossgrove, whom you know, and two wonderful grandchildren, Sammy and
Crystal, who are such a joy! We all live under one roof accompanied by fur
babies – 3 dogs, 1 inside and 1 outside cat, 2 ferrets, and a rabbit. It can get a
bit loud and chaotic, but there is also a lot of love and laughter.
Over the years I served my home church, Trinity in Telford, in many capacities: choir member, Sunday school teacher, youth advisor, craft leader, and
Deacon (but not all at the same time!). I was also employed as their Church
Office Manager for seven years. I also tried my hand at freelance writing and
had some devotionals and articles published. For a few years I was Director
of Christian Ed. at Peace Lutheran in Perkasie. It was during these years that
God called me into pastoral ministry.
I hold two undergrad degrees: Assoc. in General Studies/Business and
Retailing, and Bachelors in Home Ec./Clothing Design, Clothing Construction
and Textile Science. But the best four years of my educational life by far was
the four years I spent at Lancaster Theological Seminary earning my Masters
of Divinity degree. While there I added electives in Christian Education, Faith
Formation, and Spiritual Direction. A requirement for graduation was a 3week cross-cultural experience. Our class went to Ghana, West Africa. A

requirement for ordination was Clinical Pastoral Education which I took at
Phoebe Ministries, Richlandtown in the Alzheimers and Dementia wings. I
went on to earn a certificate from Shalem Institute of Spiritual Formation
for Leading Contemplative Prayer Groups and Retreats and spent 3 years
of training in deep healing through Gestalt Pastoral Care. For a number of
years I was on the PA Southeast Conference Spiritual Life Mission Team.
Last year I completed a counseling course in Family Systems Theory with
Dr. Stephen Treat in Philadelphia. As of the printing of this newsletter, I
will have taken Step 1 of Fundamentals of Transitional Ministry from the
Interim Ministry Network. I am also a professional member of Spiritual
Directors International and the Philadelphia Museum of art.
It is my passion in ministry to offer creative prayer practices and sensory
worship experiences where people of all ages can connect with each other
and with our living, loving God! I also love mentoring young women for
boosting self-esteem and developing emotional intelligence. With an
artistic partner, Suzanne Halstead, we created a book of creative and
contemplative art and prayer experiences. It’s called Drawing Nearer, and
we have a .com website of that name if you would like to check it out. Also,
I have a website of my own called IntimatePrayer.com.
Okay, ENOUGH about me! I am eager to get to know all of YOU as we serve
God together during this time of transition. I pray we are blessed by God’s
glorious presence in worship, at prayer, in fellowship and in service together.

See you in church this Sunday!

Pastor Wanda Schwandt

Safe Church Manual—A reminder and an Update
Many of you will recall that at our February Annual Meeting the
Congregation approved Trinity’s new Safe Church Manual. The force for
creating this document came from our insurance company, and much of
the content was set up to formalize what we were already doing relative to
Pennsylvania state law with regard to volunteers and professionals working
with minors.
However, we also included some broad wording relative to the church
being a safe place for adults to worship, to gather together, and to interact
with one another. Particular, this section talks about sexual harassment or
other forms of harassment. This has never been an issue at Trinity as far as
we can recall, but some of you may have heard of troublesome issues at
other churches along these lines. To that end, the Congregation endorsed
a procedure to follow, should there be an issue that needs to be formally
addressed. Here comes the reminder: Consistory will soon be looking for
volunteers to serve on the “Response Team” in line with page 11 and 12 of
the manual.
This team must include at least one woman and one man who would be
the first line in addressing any incident which falls into these categories.
The expectation, of course, is that this team will never need to meet, but
we need individuals in standby mode if the occasion should arise. Currently
the team consists of Janet Crossgrove and Ned Schillow, but starting in
2018 we would like to make sure that its membership consists of persons
who are not also serving on Consistory. Please think about serving in this
capacity when the call goes out for volunteers later this year.
Also since February, some minor adjustments have been made to the
wording contained in the manual. In May we realized that we referred to
the old state fees for several of the required clearances for our employees
as being $10.00, but this has been changed by the state to $8.00 even
before we adopted our manual! Then in August Consistory approved other
changes to align with state law relative to the length of time a provisional
extension can be granted to new employees. We had previously misinterpreted the required time permitted by Pennsylvania. The 90-day period as
listed previously is still correct for an individual coming from out-of-state,
but someone who is already a state resident may only have 30 days in
which to comply.
These changes (made on pages 6, 21, and 25) can all be seen in the manual
which is available online on the newsletter page of our church’s website at:
http://trinityskippack.org/news/newsletters.php. You may also contact the
church office if you are interested in obtaining a copy of the entire manual
and do not wish to print one out yourself.

From the President’s Desk
As the summer seems to be flying by, I think about the changes that have happened over these last few months.
We welcomed Pastor Wanda in May and have had some changes to our service
and her added prayer station, which I suggest you visit.
We have assembled a new Search committee to begin the process of finding a new
Pastor to take us into the future.
The Property committee and some of their friends have removed the dead tree
next to the parsonage, as well as keeping the grass along the roads cut down.
We all enjoyed our picnic in June and the amazing magician that performed for all
of us.
We enjoyed the weekend of VBS with the kids making the bags for the food banks’
families; that was a great thing to do. The kids’ service was also great. I thank
everyone who donated the items to fill the bags.
I am asking members to be patient with our search; it’s a new process and may
take some time to find the right fit. Remember, we will need everyone to help in
the profile and with your prayers.
I hope everyone enjoyed their summer, and I am looking forward to seeing what
God has in store for us these next few months.
Respectfully Submitted,
Bill Vogl
Trinity Christian UCC

Consistory President

Trinity’s Prayer Team
Our Prayer Team is an intricate part of Trinity, especially now as we are beginning
the process of searching for a new Pastor. We pray for all requests heard on
Sunday, any prayer cards we receive, and we send emails to each other as a need
arises. We get together once a month to re-enforce our prayer life, enjoy each
other, and pray as a group for all prayer requests and joys since our last gathering.
Sometimes something happens which reinforces to all of us that God is truly there
for us.
Would you like to strengthen your prayer life or experience what I have? Consider
joining us at our next gathering. If you wish to be a part of our group, let me know.
I'll include you on all our emails. If you do not have email, I will bring you a list
each Sunday.
Any questions, please feel free to speak with one of us: Janet Crossgrove, Harry
Crossgrove, Marge Brown, Mary Ann Ricci, Joann Davis, & Pastor Wanda.
People say we have to have faith and “let go and let God”, but when we try to
let go we feel resistance within us. Let’s pray for a stronger faith and for the courage to give up control of our lives to God. We can pray for the ability to surrender
it all and let the Holy Spirit move in us, instead of trying to figure things out for
ourselves.
Janet Crossgrove

SEPTEMBER 10, 2017
Adult Sunday School @ 9:15 AM
Children’s Sunday School and
Worship Service @ 10:15 AM
Mark your calendars!

Rally Day!
The summer is almost over. The first day of school for most of our
children is right around the corner. This can mean only one thing… RALLY
DAY is fast approaching. The first day of Sunday School will be
September 10, 2017.
We will continue with the same type of Sunday School program that we
provided last year. The children will attend church at 10:15 AM with their
parents, family or friends up through the Children’s Message. After the
Children’s Message, the children will accompany the teachers to the
Education Building for the rest of the service. We will begin this year
learning about stories from the book of Genesis.
A “School Bag” blessing will be offered on September 10th during the
Children’s Message. Please have your children bring their school bags to
be blessed. Children are invited to bring a school friend along too! Sunday
School teachers will also be commissioned and blessed. What a great way
to start off the school year.
The children’s offering will be collected when we get settled in the
Education Building each Sunday. The offering is used to support our
sponsored child “Aleks” and to defray the cost of the lesson materials.
We appreciate your support.

Please keep an eye out for the periodic Sunday School Update emails.
They will keep you informed of any upcoming events for the children.
“Read Genesis and be encouraged. There is hope! No matter how dark the
world situation seems, God has a plan. No matter how insignificant or useless you feel, God loves you and wants to use you in his plan. No matter
how sinful and separated from God you are, his salvation is
available. Read Genesis … and hope!”
Christian Ed Committee

News from the Adult Sunday School Class
While we often tend to think about Rally Day for the children and
Sunday School, it also applies to the Adult Class as well! At 9:15 a.m.
on Sunday, September 10, we will again be meeting in the Education
Building for what should continue to be invigorating, thoughtprovoking sessions that tie current issues to our lives as Christians.
Our source of material is The Wired Word, which the adult class had
been using for several years.
If anybody would like to receive a copy of each-week’s lesson in
advance, please give Ned Schillow your email address so the lesson
can be sent out to you. (By the way, you are more than welcome to
be added to this listing, even if you are not sure
whether you will be able to attend the class.) If you
will, feel free to just show up on a Sunday morning
during the Sunday School year and be part of the
discussion.

Women’ s Guild

The first meeting this year will be held on Saturday, September 16th, at
10:00 am in the Education Building. All women who are friends and
members of the church are welcome to join us. Please come.

Elaine Becker

SKIPPACK DAYS
Skippack Days is fast approaching. In a few weeks, will be having our
usual sign-up sheets for supplies needed and for your help in food sales,
flea market sales, parking, and setting up/breaking down.
Please start bringing your donation of items for the Church’s Flea
Market. These can be placed on the stage in the Education Building.
Any questions, please see Harry Crossgrove.

Search Committee
As you all know, we are on a journey again looking for a new minister. We had our first meeting on Sunday, July 23, 2017, and met with
Rev. Sharon Morris from the Pennsylvania Southeast Conference. She
explained to us the new Profile that we will need to fill out and the
process of calling a pastor to our church.
Let us tell you now, family and friends of Trinity Christian, this is not
an easy process, nor is it going to be a quick process. We will need
your prayers, your patience and your input in letting us know what
kind of pastor we want in our pulpit.
Some questions we want you to think about before we talk to you are:
1. Who are we? Think about our roots, where did we come
from, our history. Think about our life of faith and how our church
helps your faith grow.
2. What are our core values and dependable strengths? Think
about things we are good at, our "lived history" (struggles, celebrations, joys and sorrows over the years).

3. Who is our neighbor? Think about the community around
us. What would they miss if we were not here?
4. Who is God calling us to become? Think about our aspirations. How can we make them happen?
We need to figure out who we are and who God wants us to be so we
can create a profile before a candidate will consider coming to our
church. The sooner we get this done, the sooner our name gets out
into a group of pastors hoping to find a good fit in our church. We
will be having small group meetings after church (dates to be determined) and hope that you will join us. Your voice matters!
If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to speak to any
of the Search committee members listed below.
Sharing the Journey,
Bill Vogl, Chairperson
Laura Parker, Secretary
John Becker
Gary Gallagher
Ed Harkins
Eileen Huguenin
Ed McWilliams

Harvest Home is set for Sunday, September 24. Br ing canned goods and
paper goods for the Daily Bread Food Panrty. Let’s be truly grateful for all
our blessings by sharing our bounty with those less fortunate.

Social Committee
It’s that time of the year to plan the 2017 – 2018 Social
Committee season. This year we are branching out on a new theme for
our dinners as we take you on a trip with our functions titled “Disney
Around the World”. We are planning four dinners, which will all take
place in the regions where Disney theme parks exist. We will also
continue to include our normal mix of fund-raising events and other
activities (see below). I don’t want to beat a dead drum, but the committee needs your help. Our committee of three (myself, Susan Vogl,
and Elaine Becker) need your help in joining our fun-packed committee
and help with the planning, preparation, executing and clean-up of each
of our various events. We could not put forth any of our events if it
wasn’t for the numerous volunteers who help break down and set up, but
still need another person or two to join our committee. We would also
like to thank Ned Schillow for taking on the entertainment end of our
events to allow our members to concentrate on the dinner (maybe I’ll
get to play one this year). Please prayerfully consider joining us on the
committee or at least by supporting any of our events. You won’t be
disappointed.
Respectfully submitted,
Harry Crossgrove, Committee Chair
Sept 23
October 7
November 4
December 9
January 6
February 17
March
April
May
June
July

– Chicken Barbecue
– Skippack Days
– Community Turkey Dinner
– Disney Paris Meal
– Hoagie Sale
– Disney World Florida Meal
– Bingo & Hoagie Sale
– Easter Breakfast & Community Dinner
– Disneyland California Meal or Women of Trinity Banquet
- Chicken Barbecue
– Disney of the Orient Dinner

October 1st is World Communion Sunday when “saints” around the world
partake in the Eucharist together as one. Our communion table will be dressed
with Pastor Schwandt’s textiles from Ghana. Through remembrance we commune with all Christians who have gone before us and all who will follow
Christ’s footsteps in the future.

Pet Blessing Sunday, October 22nd - 1-3 PM (Open House style)
St. Francis blessed animals as they crossed his path. He believed that
their innocence and beauty spoke volumes about God’s love for us and all
creation.
We love pets too! They are a wonderful reflection of God’s love and
companionship. To give them an extra measure of your appreciation, bring
your dogs, cats, hamsters, fish, turtles, etc... for a blessing. A small gift
will be given to our companion creatures.

October 29th - Reformation/Holy Communion
This year marks the 500th anniversary of the Reformation which began as
Martin Luther, a Catholic Priest, nailed his ideas for reform to the church door
in Wittenberg, Germany. Thus began a movement away from Catholicism.
Luther did not want to begin a new church, but instead wanted to reform
current-day corruption, nepotism and over-taxing the
parishioners. Luther also was the first to translate the
scriptures into a language the people could read for
themselves – German. We owe deep gratitude to Martin
Luther and his work towards reforming the church.

November 5th is All Saint’s Sunday honoring members who have passed
since last year. A candle will be lit, a chime will be rung, and a short
remembrance spoken to honor each. If you know of a member or friend
of the church who has passed this year, please contact Pastor Schwandt to
share your memories of this person. We do not want to leave anyone out.

Operation Christmas Child
It’s that time of the year to get ready for the Sunday School’s
annual Operation Christmas Child Drive. This will be Trinity’s 8th
year, and our boxes have gone throughout the Caribbean, as well as
western Europe, the former USSR States, and throughout Africa. To
allow us to continue to help children throughout the world, we need
your help. Start shopping now for anything to give to a child between the ages of 3 and 14. For ideas in what we send, please
consider the following:
Toys (we always struggle with the oldest and youngest age groups)
School Supplies (great time to shop right now)
Personal Care Items (no liquids)
Socks, Gloves and other Small Clothing Items
One big change this year is that we DO NOT NEED SHOEBOXES. Samaritan’s Purse provides already-decorated boxes for the
cost of shipping. Our church has an order of 100 boxes coming,
which will save the church the time and money associated with
wrapping the boxes with wrapping paper. The shipping cost has
been provided by member donation. Once again, please DO NOT
BRING IN EMPTY SHOEBOXES. We will be disposing of the few
we have remaining from last year.
Once again, the Sunday School students will be assembling
boxes with all of the donated items, but members of Trinity may also
take one or more boxes and fill them to send to a needy child on behalf of either yourself or your family. You can bring all filled shoe
boxes or donated items to the table in the Education Building at any
time. Just please make sure to mark the bag for the shoeboxes to
avoid confusion.

Finally, we will need to provide $7 a box for shipping of each
shoebox. Donations should be directed to me as the shipping needs
to be provided by credit card. All money donated will go to shipping
with any extra going toward the purchase of additional items for the
boxes. Last year, 5 additional boxes were provided based on monetary donations from the church members.
On behalf of the Sunday School teachers and students, I want
to thank you for your continued support of our Operation Christmas
Child’s project. With your help, we can make this year the best year
Trinity has ever had.
Yours in Christ,
Harry F. Crossgrove

ADVENT BEGINS with Holy Communion on Sunday, December 3rd .
We will journey to the manger together with Hope, Peace, Love
and Joy. We need a few people to help with the candle-lighting
and readings. Please see Pastor Schwandt if you would like to
volunteer.
Sunday, December 10th the Sunday School children will be sharing
their Christmas joy in worship.
CHRISTMAS EVE – Worship with us on Christmas Eve when the
beauty of the season comes alive as we celebrate the Christ Child
in our midst. We welcome all to sing praises by candlelight and
receive Holy Communion. Services begin at 5:00 PM and 7:00 PM
with organ music, 7:30 PM worship (24th),
where we will journey to the manger together.

BLUE CHRISTMAS – The winter solstice is the longest night of the
year, a night when darkness seems to overtake the light. For many
people, the holiday season, with its trappings and gifts, decorations
and meals, and Christmas carols of joy and goodwill, is a difficult
time. Some are grieving the loss of a loved one, are lonely, have lost a
job, are suffering from illness or the pain of a broken relationship, feel
financial stress, or the anxiety brought on by the hectic holiday rush.
The Blue Christmas Service is for anyone who, for whatever reason,
finds it hard to cope with the festiveness of the season.
We are offering a Blue Christmas Service on December 20st, 7:00 PM,
in the Fellowship Hall for those who feel blue, for those who fear the
darkness may overtake the light in their life. There will be gentle
music, readings, healing prayer, and a time for quiet reflection. There
will be an opportunity to receive Holy Communion and to light a
candle in memory of a loved one, or as a sign of hope.
Please come and enjoy peaceful worship amid the hectic chaos of the
Christmas season. The service is open to the community. All are
welcome!

September
9/3
Bill Vogl
9/5
Joseph Polec
9/6
Cynthia Gannon
9/12
Derek Larsen
9/17
Walter Buck
9/22
Gary Gallagher
9/23
Jan Bryan
9/24
Sam Crossgrove
9/26
Donn Atkinson

October
10/6
10/15
10/18
10/21
10/22
10/22

Lawrence Nuss
Bernice Nuss
Garrett Burch
Tom Friel
Pat Dannerth
Barbara Nuss

November
11/6
Francis Huguenin
11/8
Stanislaw Polec
11/9
Bill Mertle
11/10 Zachary Staples
11/12 Rick Bogdan
11/16 Lisa Dannerth
11/19 Allisyn Sauerwald
11/19 Liam Morris
11/21 Marie Souder
11/23 Edward McWilliams
11/25 Ann Press

Trinity Christian UCC
P.O. Box 538
2009 Church Road
Skippack, Pa 19474

Fall Schedule
(Effective September 10, 2017)
Adult Sunday School: 9:15 AM
Children’s Sunday School and Worship Service: 10:15 AM
Website: www.trinityskippack.org

