Trinity Christian U.C.C.
Skippack, PA

Fall Newsletter 2018
Greetings From the Pastor’s Study
I write this message as I happily sit in your pastor’s study of Trinity Christian
United Church of Christ. I am delighted our Gracious God and the good people of Trinity called me to be your pastor on May 27, 2018. I have been busy
over the past few weeks settling into your beautiful parsonage and beginning
the process of setting up my new workspace. I look forward to getting to
know everyone over the next few weeks and months.
I suspect you have questions for me about many things. I am available to talk
with you about your church and faith-related questions as well as questions
about my life. My plan is to be in the church office Tuesday through Friday.
Please call before you stop in, as sometimes I may be away at meetings or
making visits. I look forward to hearing from you and getting to know everyone better over the next few weeks and months.

You may be wondering about my call to ministry and how it came to be that I
have been called to be your pastor.
I was born in Missouri and raised in urban St. Louis. My parents love older
homes and restored a home in a neighborhood built in the late 1800s. My
mother was raised in the Evangelical and Reformed Church and then the United Church of Christ. When my parents were pregnant with me, they joined a
church near their home instead of commuting to the suburban congregation
where my mother grew up. I am the oldest of three children. We were all
raised in a feisty, smaller United Church of Christ congregation where we
were loved by many extra “grandparents.”

When I was a teenager, our pastor Rev. Michael Vosler, was very supportive
of the young people of the congregation. He encouraged our spiritual gifts
and our talents. He also encouraged each of the young people of our congregation to consider becoming pastors. Although I did not feel particularly
called to ministry as a teenager, by the time I was in college his words continued to percolate in my brain. As a college student, I took many classes in the
religion department of our university. The sense that I was called to ministry
became more and more apparent as I contrasted my Christian faith against
the world religions I learned about in class.

After I graduated, I continued my education at Eden Theological Seminary.
Eden is one of our United Church of Christ seminaries and is located in a
suburb of St. Louis. While at Eden, my calling to ministry was strengthened
as I learned about the ways our Christian faith intersects with the needs of
the world. After seminary, I briefly worked at a bookstore while I searched
for my first pastoral call. I was called to serve the First Reformed Church of
the United Church of Christ in Hamburg, Pa as their first Associate Pastor. I
was in Hamburg for three years, and then transitioned to Pleasantville United Church of Christ in Chalfont where I also served as an Associate Pastor.
The time arose for me to transition in ministry to being the pastor of a
church of my own. I am delighted Trinity has called me to be your pastor. I
am eager to learn about the history of our congregation and your dreams
for our future work. I am also very interested in the history of the Skippack
community and learning ways we can reach out to our neighbors. In my
brief time at Trinity, I have felt the presence of the Holy Spirit in this very
special place. My prayer is that people who are searching for a connection
to God and to deepen their faith will find a home here with us. I look forward to our work together in building the Kingdom of God.
Blessings in Christ,
Pastor Amelie

SEPTEMBER 9, 2018
Adult Sunday School @ 9:15 AM
Children’s Sunday School and
Worship Service @ 10:15 AM
Mark your calendars!

SKIPPACK DAYS—Saturday, October 6
It’s not too early to be collecting items for the Church’s Flea
Market spaces. These can be dropped off when the office is
open or Sundays before Church. Please place your items on the
stage in the Education Building. There will be further information
on the table in the Narthex.

Rally Day!
"Take a good look at God's wonders - they will take your breath
away."
I hope everyone is enjoying their summer filled with family fun,
laughter and love. I do hate to be the bearer of bad news... the
summer is almost over and school will be starting in the next few
weeks. The good news is... that means Sunday School is right
around the corner. I anticipate a year filled with wonderful stories
Please join us for "Rally Day" Sunday, September 9,
2018. During the service there will be a "Backpack Blessing". Pastor Amelie will say a special blessing on the children's
backpack, messenger bag, or any form of educational tote bag of
students, teachers, professors or educational aides. Please
have your child bring their backpack to be blessed on Rally
Day.
The children’s Sunday School offering will be collected when
we get settled in the Education Building each Sunday. The offering is used to support our sponsored child “Aleks” and to defray the cost of the lesson materials. We appreciate your support.

Please keep an eye out for the periodic Sunday School
Newsletter emails. They will keep you informed of any upcoming events for the children.
If you ever have any questions or concerns, please feel
free to call, text or email me anytime.
Susan Vogl, Christian Ed Chairperson
Cell: (610) 202-6319
susan1il@aol.com

SAVE THE DATE!
Decorate the Church for ADVENT Season
Sunday, November 25th, at 11:30 AM

(TAKE-OUT ONLY)

Deadline to order tickets is September 7th. If you can’t
attend, you can still purchase tickets and
donate them to clients of the Daily Bread Food
Pantry. Thank you for your support!

THE 2ND ANNUAL

SILENT
AUCTION
SEPTEMBER

22

MUSIC / FOOD / SHOPPING
Please join us for our 2nd Annual Silent
Auction! Enjoy refreshments and live music
while shopping our collection of incredible
auction items including:
Sports Tickets
Restaurant Gift Cards
Flower Arrangements
Gift Baskets
Professional Services
and more!
All proceeds will directly benefit Every Good Gift.
6:30—8:30 PM
New Life Church Glenside
467 North Easton Road
Glenside, PA 19038
RSVP 215-429-3750

Interested in a Mission Trip to Help Rebuild Puerto Rico?
A group of members of Pennsylvania Southeast Conference and
Penn Northeast Conference met on Aug. 6 to discuss the possibility
of the two Conferences sponsoring a rebuild mission trip to Puerto
Rico in 2019. The dates that we have requested are April 28 to May
4, 2019. PNEC Associate Conference Minister Gilberto GarciaRodriquez will be the group leader. Costs will be made available in a
few months as we learn more about airfare and other related costs.
The next planning meeting will be held Tuesday, Sept. 4, at 6:30 pm
at St. John’s U.C.C.- Mickleys, 2918 MacArthur Rd., Whitehall, PA
18052. If you would like to be on the list of potential participants and
receive the trip Information directly, please send an email to
Gilberto at gilberto@pnec.org and copy Karl Jones at
kjones275@comcast.net.

Pastoral Care Volunteers Needed
Peter Becker Community, Harleysville, will be holding a threehour Abiders training session September 17 - 21. Abiders
provide a reassuring, comforting presence to persons in the last
hours of their life who would otherwise die alone. This can take
the form of silent or soft prayers, reading a poem or Psalm,
singing a song or hymn, or simply holding a resident’s hand.
The hours are very flexible.
This is a wonderful opportunity for a meaningful ministry of
care.
To learn more, contact:
Director of Personal Care, Merlin Hedrick
215-513-6817
mhedrick@peterbeckercommunity.com

November 3, 2018 @ 7:00 PM
Sight & Sound Theaters "Jesus"
This event has been opened to the entire Church. We have purchased a block of
seats for Trinity Christian UCC. The cost for the children will be covered. Adults
and family members/friends will be $72.50 each. Please let me know if you are
interested in attending. WE HAVE A FREE BUS! A sign-up sheet is in the Narthex.

Experience the action-packed musical stage adventure, the miraculous journey of the most famous person ever to walk the earth and the everyday people whose lives he forever changed.
From the streets of Jerusalem to the raging Sea of Galilee, Jesus befriends
outcasts and heals the hurting. He challenges social norms and confronts
hypocrisy. He sets sail with fishermen and reasons with religious scholars.

Please let me know if you have any questions.
Susan Vogl, Christian Ed Chairperson

All Saints’ Day Memorial Presentation
To honor our loved ones that have passed and joined the angels in
heaven, a special video presentation will be shown on November 4, 2018.
Harry Crossgrove has agreed to gather the pictures and prepare the
presentation. If you would like to have your loved one’s picture included
in the presentation, please send the picture, along with the loved one’s
full name, to Harry no later than Sunday, October 14, 2018. You can send
them via email (preferred) at hcrossgrove@yahoo.com or hand deliver
directly to Harry. Even if you provided a picture in the past, we ask that
you provide the picture again now to ensure it will be included in the
presentation.

Pastoral Search Committee Report
Our journey to find our new Pastor over the last year came to a joyful conclusion with the selection of Pastor Amelie Sell.
The Search committee worked very hard on the profile, studied all
of the profiles that conference provided to us, had several interviews with potential candidates, saw her preach at a neutral location and came to a unanimous decision to present Pastor Amelie to
the congregation.
In June we had volunteers help Pastor Amelie move into the parsonage, which gave her some time to settle in and “check out” our
little town of Skippack. She had a well-deserved vacation in her
hometown of St. Louis, Missouri, returned and prepared herself to
take on her new task of leading Trinity Christian into the next
phase of our life’s journey.
Her first day was August 1st; we all welcomed her on Sunday the 5th
of August with her first service. We are sure that there will be
changes made, as with any new Pastor, and believe they will be for
the betterment of our congregation.
All the members of the Search committee have agreed to become
the Pastoral Relations committee. So if there are any concerns anyone might have, please either speak with Pastor Amelie or any of
the members of the Pastoral Relations committee.
They include;
John Becker, Eileen Huguenin, Ed Harkins, Laura Parker, Ed
McWilliams, Gary Gallagher and
Bill Vogl

Respectfully Submitted,
Bill Vogl
Search/ Pastoral Relations committee Chair

Michael is returning to Parish Ministry
Dear Trinity Friends,
Michael and I wanted to let you know of his upcoming return
to parish ministry. He has agreed to accept a call to become
the half-time pastor at Centenary Reformed United Church of
Christ in Winchester, VA, beginning September 1st. As some
of you may recall, Michael and I met and were married in
Winchester about 25 years ago, and our three daughters and
their families continue to live in the area. We are delighted to
be able to live closer to them and look forward to serving
Centenary. You can find some photos of the church on their
Facebook page or by googling the name of the church. We will
be living in the church parsonage, which is right next door,
but will keep our home at the Outer Banks, and I will be
dividing my time between the two, much as I did when Michael
was first at Trinity.
If you happen to be in the area, please join us for worship at
11:00 am on Sundays. Otherwise, please keep us in your
prayers as we make this transition. You all will always have
a special place in our hearts and prayers.

God’s blessings and our best wishes,
Anne Marie

St. Luke’s UCC Fall Fest
200 West Main Street
Trappe, PA 19426
(610) 489-4933
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 6, 2018
Crafters 9 am—2 pm
Food Trucks 11 am—4 pm
Live Auction 3 pm—5 pm
Home Made Goods & Bake Sale
Door Prizes
Live Entertainment
Family Fun & Games

“Listening to Your Life”

Ventures 2018
Date: September 25-27, 2018
Begins: 11:00 am Tuesday
Ends: After lunch Thursday

Where: Mariawald Renewal Center
1094 Welsh Rd., Reading
Ventures, in its 43rd year, is a retreat for all ages. It is a time of
faith, Bible study, worship, fellowship and fun! Come and experience a beautifully relaxed and peaceful setting at Mariawald
Renewal Center. This year’s theme “Listening to Your Life” will
provide participants with an opportunity to reflect on their life
and faith journey thus far, focusing on learnings and memories at
the various stages of their lives from childhood to seasoned maturity.
Full time: $160. pp—(program, 2 overnights w/ double occupancy, 7 meals)
Full time Commuter: $100. pp—(program & 5 meals)
Wednesday only: $65.pp—(program, lunch & dinner)
Scholarship funds: Contact Rev. Worley @ PSEC, 484-949-8774 x
308 or Worley@psec.org
For more information contact:
June Rung @ jrung1@hometownu.com or 610-683-6563
A limited number of single rooms are available at $175. Contact
June Rung for information.

REGISTER AT: https://psecventures18.eventbrite.com
Registration closes September 9th.

St. Peter’s United Church of Christ
57 Spring Street
Tremont, PA 17981
570-695-2415
Email: stpetersucctremont@yahoo.com
Rev. Claude Shach, Supply Pastor
As you may know, St. Peter’s in Tremont, Schuylkill County,
PA, fell victim to three floods the last few weeks. Spring
Street, where St. Peter’s is situated, sustained the heaviest damage. They survived two floods and began to make repairs, including to a furnace, when another flood unexpectedly occurred. The community’s plight is so severe that it was the subject of nationwide newscasts.
Strong winds and rain damaged their roof and beautiful sanctuary ceiling. The electrical system needs repair and must be relocated at extensive cost. A door to the basement was lost in
strong flood waters which lifted the floor that must be replaced,
together with steps and parking lot. The organ motor needs replacement and relocation as may the furnace/heating system.
These are only a few examples of work to be performed.
They are humbly asking the churches of The United Church of
Christ to consider their plight. They understand many churches
have attendance and financial concerns and would find it difficult to contribute from a church’s treasury. In that circumstance, they are requesting churches inform their members of
their situation and ask them to consider making voluntary contributions to St. Peter’s UCC Building Fund, c/o 57 Spring
Street, Tremont, PA 17981.
With Sincere Thanks,
Richard B. Russell, Jr.
President, St. Peter’s Consistory

September
9/3
Bill Vogl
9/5
Shay Polec
9/6
Cynthia Gannon
9/12
Derek Larsen
9/17
Walter Buck
9/17
Damian Riccitelli
9/22
Gary Gallagher
9/23
Jan Bryan
9/24
Sam Crossgrove

October
10/6
10/15
10/18
10/21
10/22
10/22

Lawrence Nuss
Bernice Nuss
Garrett Burch
Tom Friel
Pat Dannerth
Barbara Nuss

November
11/6
Francis Huguenin
11/10 Zachary Staples
11/12 Rick Bogdan
11/16 Lisa Dannerth
11/19 Allisyn Sauerwald
11/19 Liam Morris
11/21 Marie Souder
11/23 Edward McWilliams
11/25 Ann Press
11/28 David Leva

Trinity Christian UCC
P.O. Box 538
2009 Church Road
Skippack, Pa 19474

Fall Schedule
(Effective September 9, 2018)
Adult Sunday School: 9:15 AM
Children’s Sunday School and Worship Service: 10:15 AM
Website: www.trinityskippack.org
Pastor: Amelie Sell
PastorAmelieSell@gmail.com

