Trinity Christian U.C.C.
Skippack, PA

Lenten Newsletter 2018
From the Pastor’s Study
Boxing Up Our Alleluias
Now that we have enjoyed our fastnachts, it’s time to box up our
Alleluias until Resurrection Day. Online I’ve seen lots of clutter
cleanup challenges like FlyLady’s 40 Boxes in 40 Days where you
take 15 mins. a day (except for Sundays) and go swiftly from
room to room gathering either trash or stuff that needs to be donated, moved on, or belongs elsewhere in the house.
As cleanup challenges are great for the home, we
can model our Lenten spiritual practice in a
similar way to clear some spiritual and emotional
clutter. There is an ancient practice called the
Examen (not misspelled) created by Ignatius of
Loyola that is perfect for Lent’s reflective 40 days. Each day
carve out at least 15 mins. a day for prayer. This can be done
morning or evening – it’s up to you. Experiment to find a time
best suited to you.
Option: If you are a tactile or visual person, you may want to set
up a little prayer corner with a comfy chair and a little table. On
the table place a cross, a candle, a small box and about 40 pieces
of paper. These papers serve as a temporary journal which can
be burnt on Holy Saturday (the day before Easter). On the slips
of paper write notes about the following reflections which you
will place in the box at the end of the prayer.

Begin the Examen by quietly centering yourself
in God’s presence. Ask God to help you recall
the day just past.
First, reflect on the ways in which you acted unlovingly, and ask for forgiveness and the courage to act differently.
Second, reflect on the ways in which others have acted unlovingly toward you. Ask God to forgive them and ask for the grace to
forgive them yourself.

Next, scan through your day again, this time looking for moments when others offered you love or gave of themselves for
your benefit. Offer thanksgiving for those people and those moments because it could have been otherwise.
Then, recall moments when you offered loving gestures to other people, to animals or to creation. Offer thanksgiving for the
ability to do such acts of love and for God’s grace flowing
through you to them.
Lastly, wrap up your prayer time interceding for any needs
that burden you – for yourself and/or others. Imagine you are
packing all these prayers and requests in a box and leaving the
box at the foot of the cross. End with an “Amen,” which
means, “Let it be so.”
The Examen is not just for Lent. It can become a habit which
lasts a lifetime.
During the season of Lent, we box up our mental, emotional
and spiritual clutter as well as our physical clutter. In worship
we box up our Alleluias, our joyful praise, until the day we celebrate God breaking out of the tomb, conquering death and offering us unconditional love, forgiveness and grace.

For Lent I will be preaching a sermon series on the multifaceted topics of forgiveness and grace. Please join us.
See you in church,
Pastor Wanda

Lenten Services at Trinity:
Maundy Thursday
7:30 PM Service
Good Friday
7:30 PM Service
Easter Sunday
7:30 AM Outdoor Service
8:00 AM Breakfast
9:00 AM Children’s Crafts
9:30 AM Easter Egg Hunt
10:15 AM Communion Service

2018 Community Lenten Worship Services
Theme: The Passion in the Face of Injustice
Date

Theme

Preacher

Location

Feb. 14
Ash
Wednesday

Economic Injustice:
Jesus & the Money
Changers

Rev. Mike Meneses

Olivet-Schwenkfelder
UCC
619 W. Township Line
Road, E. Norriton, PA
19401

Feb. 21

Political/Institutional
Injustice:
The Trial

Rev. Leslie Kearney

Wellspring Church of
Skippack
1183 Cressman Road
Skippack PA 19474

Feb. 28

Religious Injustice:
The Pharisees

Rev. Larry O’Neill

Wentz’s UCC
3246 Skippack Pike
Lansdale, PA 19446

March 7

Relational Injustice:
Betrayal of Friends

Rev. Antonio L.
Villareal

Bethel Hill UMC
2000 Bethel Hill Road
Lansdale, PA 19446

March 14

Retributional Injustice:
Violence in the Garden

Rev. Sue Ketterer

Skippack Church of
Brethren
520 Collegeville Road
Collegeville PA 19426

Marc 21

Bullying Injustice:
The Mocking of Jesus

Rev. Wanda Schwandt

Methacton Mennonite
3081 Mill Road RD #1
Norristown, PA 19403

As in the past, the host church will be responsible for the worship service,
with the guest preacher providing the appropriate scriptures and sermon title.
The host church will also provide a fellowship time following the service.
All the services begin at 7:30 pm.
Olivet-Schwenkfelder UCC will host the Ash Wednesday Service, with the
disposition of the ashes, the celebration of communion, and a soup dinner at
6:00 pm prior to the service at 7:30.pm.
The offerings will be going to hurricane relief for Puerto Rico.

PRAYER TEAM:
Here at Trinity we have a team of members who pray
for the needs of others. They either read about these
needs from slips of paper to verbal requests or from the
team itself.
Anyone is welcome to join this team. Meetings are
usually held on the second Tuesday of the month at one
of the team member’s homes.
If you wish to help others through prayer, please contact Pastor Wanda.

Daily Bread Community Food Pantry
During Lent please remember those in need.
Count your blessings and help others.
Remember Lenten foods!
Also, think forward to the celebration of Easter and
what you would serve at your table is what these
people would like to serve at theirs.
Thank you for your continued generosity.
Bless you for your help.

“Make Change With Change”
The “Make Change With Change” bucket is on the table to
the left when you enter into the church building. The
money that is collected in this bucket is used for anyone that has an
emergency and does not have the funds available. Please take home
one of the empty jars sitting on the table, and collect your loose
change. Once your jar is filled, pour it into the bucket and know that
you are helping someone in need. If you know someone that is experiencing financial problems and needs help, please see Laura Parker,
Susan Vogl, Nancy Gallagher, or Pastor Wanda.

Dear Members of Trinity Christian,
Thank you to all of you for the unexpected Christmas bonus
and all the blessings shared with my family this year.
You are a generous and thoughtful congregation. May your
blessings overflow in this new year to all of you and your
families.
Yours in Christ,
Pastor Wanda

Easter Flowers
Orders are now being taken for Easter Lilies and
Tulips to decorate the church for our Easter services.
Envelopes are available on the table in the Narthex. Prices are $7.00.
Make checks payable to Trinity Christian UCC and place envelopes in the
offering plate. Color choice for 6-bloom tulips are dark purple, orange, pink,
red, white, yellow, or 2-tone (red & yellow or red & white).
Deadline for orders is Sunday, March 11th.
Plants may be taken home after the 10:15 Easter service.

Dinner at Disney Florida
Saturday, February 17th
6:00 PM
$10 Adults—$5 Children 3-12
Menu is an Italian buffet with a Florida twist.

Vera Bradley/Coach Bingo
Friday, March 2, 2018
Doors open at 6 PM
Play begins at 7 PM
Tickets: $25.00
For tickets and/or info, contact Nancy Gallagher at 610-584-1468.
Refreshments will be available for purchase.
* Bring a canned good to support the Daily Bread Community Food
Pantry and receive a raffle ticket.

HOAGIE SALE
Saturday, March 3rd
Pick-up 10-1 or until sell-out
$6.00
Italian, Turkey, Ham and Cheese

Collegeville Rotary Club’s Annual Pancake Breakfast
Supports the Daily Bread Community Food Pantry
Imperial’s Catering
40 East First Avenue, Trappe, PA
Sunday, March 18, 2018
Pancake brunch from 8:30 am to 1:00 pm
Plus bake sale, raffle, door prizes!
Under 4 free
4 - 8 $4
9 and up $10
Tickets through Rotarians or at the door.
Take-out available.
For questions, call JD 484-686-3737 or Joy 202-415-4359

Basket Bash & Food Drive
Saturday, March 17, 2018
Perkiomen Valley High School Cafeteria
Non-perishable Healthy Food drop off: Noon—6 PM
Basket Bash: Doors open at 4 PM, Raffle starts promptly at 6 PM
Adults only (ages 18) non-alcoholic event. Complimentary drink
and small snack coupon. Feel free to bring dinner/snacks for you,
family and friends!
Entry in exclusive “Thank You” raffle and 1 sheet of basket raffle
tickets for Basket Bash event attendees who donate healthy food
items valued at $20 or more.
$20—no reserved seating, includes 1 sheet of basket raffle tickets and
1 complimentary drink and snack coupon.
$120—includes admission and table for 6, 6 sheets of basket raffle
tickets, 6 drink and snack coupons and 12 Grand Prize tickets.
$160—includes admission and table for 8, 8 sheets of basket raffle
tickets, 8 drink and snack coupons and 24 Grand Prize tickets.

Round up your friends and family to secure your table for 6 or 8
today!
Additional chances available for purchase at the event. Cash and
credit cards accepted.
Purchase tickets at https://dailybreadcommunityfoodpantry.yapsody.com

Annual Easter Egg Hunt
Sunday, April 1st
9:30 AM
Donations of small, wrapped candy and trinkets
are needed to be put into plastic eggs. Items can
be placed in the basket in the Narthex.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU!

March:
3/3
3/8
3/9
3/11
3/12
3/13
3/24
3/25
3/27
3/29

Sam Crossgrove, Jr.
Marge Brown
Craig Brown
Fenton Crossgrove
Adele Hayes
Katie Becker
Gail Friel
Nan Burch
Zachary Morris
Billie Shaffer - 103!!!

April:
4/1
4/14
4/18
4/20

Phyllis Slotterback
Damiano Riccitelli
Ryan Kamnik
Ian Morris

May:
5/10
5/17
5/19
5/28

Susan Vogl
Evelyn Rader
Lottie Verruni
Benjamin Webb

Trinity Christian UCC
P.O. Box 538
2009 Church Road
Skippack, Pa 19474

Adult Sunday School: 9:15 AM
Children’s Sunday School and Worship Service: 10:15 AM
Website: www.trinityskippack.org

