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From the Pastor’s Study
In everything, with prayer and supplication with thanksgiving, make your requests known to God and the peace that passes understanding will guard your
hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Phil. 4:6-7
You may know me as the “other” Grammy of Sammy and Crystal Crossgrove
for whom I had the deep blessing to baptize at your font. (I still tear up as I
remember this!) It’s hard to believe that was five and seven years ago! I think
time passes more quickly for every year we age – which is sad because as we
get older we so appreciate each moment we have with our loved ones and wish
these moments were eternal. Ah! But there is the blessing – we will be spending eternity with them within the infinite love of God! Now that is something
to be thankful for.
“In prayer, the soul breaths the atmosphere of heaven.” Frances J. Roberts
With the retirement of much-loved Pastor Michael, current tragic events
around the world, along with any personal challenges you are facing, this may
be a difficult time for many of you. Please know that I hold you all in prayer
during these times of transition. We all have days that feel like emotional
rollercoaster rides along with days that are calm and beautiful when we are at
rest in God’s embrace. My prayer is that you are showered with peace that
passes understanding. Together we are confident that God hears our prayers
and walks with us step-by-step in all we face.
I ask for your prayers as well; specifically for wisdom,
discernment, and joy. I ask for God’s grace upon and among
us all as we journey together.
Let’s turn our attention to church business. In May I’ve visited many of your
team meetings and Bible Studies and I have noticed the strong commitment
and ability of the lay leaders here. Well done! You are focused and passionate, combined with creative solid leadership skills. The laughter and love-oflife here is a gift. Your Prayer Team steeps you and your church in God’s
blend of healing tea. The choir members glow with the light of Christ as they
offer up their talents to God in worship. The altar guild works diligently behind the scenes to create seamless Communion services. Christian Education,
Consistory, and Worship Teams (to name but a few) are focused and go about
their tasks with purpose and joy.

This church mouse has also noticed some individuals working
quietly behind the scenes who resist being the focus of attention so I won’t embarrass them by doing so. Let’s just say the
Cemetery is well tended and has been for many years due to
one gentleman’s loving attention. New bolder signs were affixed around the
buildings and fresh paint now enhances our parking lot (back-breaking
work!), both helping guests to feel welcome and find their way around. And
kudos to the energetic and joyful youngsters who grace our sanctuary each
week and help us remember not to take ourselves too seriously.
At the risk of being long-winded (I know; too late. Sorry; it’s a preacher’s
malady), here are a few of the tasks we will be working toward in the
months ahead: creating a new church profile as adopted recently by the national UCC Synod (all churches are now required to do this); revisiting our
Mission and Vision, examining where we excel and what needs improvement, including how each Team focuses its efforts toward these guiding
themes; stressing often the need for good communication; assisting your
search for a new settled pastor; and deepening our relationships with God,
each other and within oneself as we cooperate with God who re-creates us
more and more into the image of Christ Jesus. And, of course, leading worship, preaching and tending to your pastor care needs as they arise. Mind
you – I am here three-quarter time and I’m not Wonder Woman (well, only
when the need arises). These are your tasks as well as mine. We can take
our time, going slow enough to bathe the whole process in prayer and discernment.
One of the unique gifts God has blessed me with, to share with you, is creating visual and experiential worship opportunities, interactive prayer stations,
offering healing prayer, and developing one’s attentiveness to how and
where God’s Spirit is moving in and among you. I am a trained Spiritual
Director (fancy name for one who is a companion to you in your personal
spiritual journey) and Group Retreat Leader, a long-time member of the conference Spiritual Mission Team, and I also bring years of experience mentoring youth and focusing on Christian Education and Faith Formation. I hope
that you will allow yourselves to courageously sample these spiritual growth
opportunities as they arise. Please follow a mother’s advice, often said at
the dinner table over a plate of green stuff that is good for us: “You will never know if you like something until you have tried it.”
My office hours, most weeks, will be Tuesday and Thursday, 10 AM to 2
PM. Feel free to call and schedule an appointment when those times don’t
suit or if you would like me to visit you at home. You can reach me via the
church office, my cell 267-278-6015 or my email
pastorwandas@gmail.com.
See you in church,
Pastor Wanda

FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK
The past few months Trinity has been through some changes; wIth Pastor
Michael retiring in February and having Pastor Chuck filling in until Pastor
Wanda, our Interim Pastor, was able to join us. We still continued God’s
work throughout Lent and Easter. We will go through some changes over
the next several months, but I am confident the Trinity community will continue to strive to follow God’s plan for us.
I'd like to welcome Pastor Wanda to our Trinity family. With her guidance,
we will have a smooth transition into our search process. Her leadership
will help all of us transition towards our future. I wanted to give you a brief
explanation of the search process. A Search Committee is currently being
formed. The committee will meet with the Conference Minister to discuss
the current search process followed by the United Church of Christ
Pennsylvania Southeast Conference. We will gather the information needed to complete our church profile. Once the profile is complete, we can
then begin looking at candidates and start interviews. The first part of this
search will probably take some time. We don't want to rush through the
process. It is our goal to find a good fit for everyone at Trinity. If you have
any questions about this, please let me know. I believe that we will do our
best and do everything we can to find a good person to lead Trinity into the
future.
I would like to thank everyone who has helped out with everything that has
gone on in our church this year.

Respectfully submitted,
Bill Vogl
Trinity Christian UCC
Consistory President

Note the Time Change!
Church service starts at 9:30 AM beginning Sunday, June 4th, and

continues through the summer. There is no Sunday School.

Thank you….Thank you….Thank you….
It is hard to believe that we started having the Gala Dinner and Silent Auction & Raffle ten
years ago. Not only has this event been successful at raising money for the church and our
outreach ministry, it has also been a connection to the local community and beyond. The
Gala Committee would like to thank everyone who has attended, helped with or donated
items towards any of the Galas. Thank you for supporting this event over the past ten years!
We would also like to acknowledge those that donated to the 10 th & Final Gala on Saturday,
April 1st. The evening was a huge success! It also helped the church raise much needed
funds so we are able to cover our general operating expenses and fund our outreach ministry
to the following organizations: Daily Bread Community Food Pantry, Every Good Gift,
OCWM (Our Church’s Wider Mission), and NIN (Neighbors In Need). This evening would
not have been possible if it wasn’t for the wonderful turnout, and the generosity of the following businesses, members and friends, and for Elaine Becker & Harry Crossgrove and the
kitchen staff preparing the outstanding dinner. Thank you again for supporting this event!
We had a great response from the merchants of Skippack, as well as other businesses in the
area again this year. In turn, we are asking the members and friends of the church to support
those businesses that have supported us and helped to make this evening possible. Listed
below are the names of all the businesses and people that donated items to this year’s event.
Skippack Merchants
Accent on the Rocks
Aroma Nails
Ashley’s Cafe
Engage Art Studio
Head Over Heels
Le Butler’s Pantry
Off the Wall Custom Framing & Gallery
Pennsylvania Traditions
Skippack Golf Club
The Copper Partridge
The Wooden Duck
Other Businesses
Advanced Auto Parts (Collegeville)
Avalanche Salon & Spa (Collegeville)
Byers Choice, Ltd. (Chalfont)
Capt’n Chucky’s Crab Cake Co. (Collegeville)
Center Square Golf Club (Worcester)
DaVinci’s Pub (Collegeville)
Elaina Fine Art Gallery (Collegeville)
Elk Mountain Ski Resort (Union Dale)
Facenda Whitaker Lanes (East Norriton)
Giant Food Stores (Royersford)
Harleysville Ace Hardware (Harleysville)
Jungle Wonder (Limerick)
Lehigh Valley IronPigs
Linfield National Golf Course (Linfield)
Ott’s Exotic Plants (Schwenksville)
Pep Boys (Collegeville)
Philadelphia Phillies
Risher Van Horn (Collegeville)
Spring Hollow Golf Club (Spring City)
Sweet & Sassy (Collegeville)
Trappe Dairy Queen (Collegeville)
Wojton’s Nursery (Collegeville)

An Enchanted Florist
Artisans Nest
Black Sheep Pottery
Floral & Hardy of Skippack
Krantz Family Chiropractic & Wellness
Center
Merle Norman Cosmetics
Passionflowers
Skippack Goldsmiths & Gifts
Southwest Trading Post
The Village Irish Shop

Aerobic Rhythmics (various locations)
Bay Pony Inn (Lederach)
California Tortilla (Royersford)
Center Ice (Oaks)
Collegeville Yoga Bar (Collegeville)
Eden Day Spa and Salon (Collegeville)
Elevation Burger (Collegeville)
Fabulous Folks (Worcester)
Giant Food Stores (Harleysville)
Giovanni’s Italian Bakery (Collegeville)
Harleysville Hotel (Harleysville)
Landis Supermarkets (various locations)
Limerick Bowl (Limerick)
Magic Balloons (Limerick)
P.J. Whelihan’s (Oaks)
Philadelphia Flyers
Reading Fightin Phils
Royce Yoder Pottery (Lederach)
Sweet Ashley’s Chocolate (Royersford)
The Silver Shoppe (Pottstown)
Wegmans (Collegeville)

Friends & Members
Nan & Garrett Burch
Annemarie & Michael Evans
Dolores Granieri
Bernice Nuss
Evelyn Rader
Mary Ann Ricci

Cindy Dami
Gary & Nancy Gallagher
Sue Mittnacht
Valarie Yvonne Pearson
Karen Nichol Rader
Susan & Bill Vogl

Women’ s Guild
Our first meeting this year was on September 20th,
where we set up our meeting schedule for the year as
well as the workshops. We had a bake table at Skippack Days in October.
December was the Advent Workshop. We participated in giving to the
Norristown State Hospital, Meals on Wheels, and Daily Bread Food Pantry. In
January we worked on the Lenten wreaths. We made centerpieces in March
for the Easter breakfast tables and voted to buy curtains for the parsonage.
The Women of Trinity Banquet was held in May. Thank you to the men who
helped out.
Our year-end- luncheon will be held at the Franconia Heritage Restaurant on
Thursday, June 8th, at 11:30 am. Please call Elaine Becker at 215-256-8637 by
June 6th if you are coming.
The first meeting next year will be held on Saturday, September 16th, at
10:00 am in the Education Building. All women who are friends and members
of the church are welcome to join us. Please come.

Elaine Becker

Church Picnic
Sunday, June 11th, immediately following the worship service.
Hamburgers, hot dogs, and beverages will be provided.
Everyone is encouraged to bring an additional covered dish.
A magician from Amazing Moments Agency will be performing.

Trinity’s Prayer Team
Our Prayer Team is an intricate part of Trinity. We started 5 years ago and are still
going strong. We pray for all requests heard on Sunday, any prayer cards we receive, and we send emails to each other as a need arises. We get together once a
month to re-enforce our prayer life, enjoy each other, and pray as a group for all the
requests since our last gathering. Sometimes (last month especially) something happens which reinforces to all of us that God is truly there for us.

Would you like to strengthen your prayer life or experience what I have? Consider
joining us at our next gathering at Marge Brown’s residence. If you can not make
our gatherings and wish to be a part of our group, let us know. We’ll include you on
all our emails. The Prayer Team meets the second Tuesday of every month at
7:00 PM.
Ephesians 3:16-19 – “I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you
with power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your
hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may
have power, together with all the LORD's holy people, to grasp how wide and long
and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses
knowledge-that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.”

Janet Crossgrove

Chicken Barbecue
Saturday, June 10th
Pick-up 4:00 pm-7:00 pm or until sellout
Cost is $10.00, which includes 1/2 chicken, corn on the cob,
macaroni & cheese, stewed tomatoes, roll & butter, ice cream cup
Pre-orders can be left on the sign-up sheet in the Narthex.

Come Join the Fun at the Reading Fightin Phils
Friday, July 21st, at 7:00 pm
Tickets are $10.00
Fireworks after the game (weather permitting)
Contact Nancy Gallagher at 610-584-1468 for tickets.

Memo from God
To: YOU
Date: TODAY
From: THE BOSS
Subject: YOURSELF
Reference: LIFE
I am God.
Today I will be handling all of your problems. Please remember that I
do not need your help.
If life happens to deliver a situation to you that you cannot handle, do
not attempt to resolve it. Kindly put it in the SFGTD (something for God
to do box).
It will be addressed in My time, not yours.
Once the matter is placed into the box, do not hold on to it.
If you find yourself stuck in traffic; don’t despair. There are people
in this world for whom driving is an unheard of privilege.
Should you have a bad day at work; think of the man who has been out
of work for years.
Should you despair over a relationship gone bad, think of the person
who has never known what it’s like to love and be loved in return.
Should you grieve the passing of another weekend, think of the woman
in dire straits, working twelve hours a day, seven days a week to feed her
children.
Should your car break down, leaving you miles away from assistance;
think of the paraplegic who would love the opportunity to take that walk.
Should you notice a new gray hair in the mirror; think of the cancer
patient in chemo who wishes she had hair to examine.
Should you find yourself at a loss and pondering what is life all about,
asking what is my purpose? Be thankful. There are those who didn’t live
long enough to get the opportunity.
Should you find yourself the victim of other peoples’ bitterness, smallness or insecurities; remember, things could be worse. You could be
them!!!!
GOD DIDN’T BRING YOU THIS FAR TO DUMP YOU TODAY!

Vacation Bible School
Classes are for children
preschool through 12 years of age

DATES: JULY 14, 15 & 16, 2017
Friday, 6:00 pm to 8:30 pm (snack provide
Saturday, 10:00 am to 1:00 pm (lunch provided)
Sunday, 9:30 am to 11:30 pm (Fellowship Hour)
To register or for questions contact:
Susan Vogl at susan1il@aol.com
or leave a message with the church office (610) 584-4054

We hope to see you there!
Bring your friends! Everyone is welcome!

Social Committee
Wow! This year has been a very busy, new adventure with me now at the head
of the Social Committee. With all of the other church events and activities
that our three members are part of, we had to lessen the amount of events
that we offer so that we can concentrate on making the remaining events as
fulfilling to all those who attend. We recently participated in a very successful Women of Trinity Dinner, hosted by the Women’s Guild. This wasn’t a
Social Committee event. But with Elaine and Susan cooking, and me handling
the serving and clean-up, it might as well have been. Our most recent committee event was our yearly Easter Breakfast. We had close to 30 people attend
the breakfast, which still featured the dualing omelet bar by the Crossgrove
Brothers (Harry & Sam Sr.). There are only two remaining social functions for
this season. On June 10th, we will hold our yearly Chicken Barbecue. Our traditional menu will remain, featuring ½ chicken, corn on the cob, macaroni &
cheese, stewed tomatoes, roll & butter, and ice cream cup, all for $10. Pick-up
will be 4:00 PM – 7:00 PM or until sellout. Pre-orders can be left on the signup sheet in the Narthex for the next few weeks. We will also have one final
Social Committee Dinner on Saturday, July 8 th at 6:00 PM. Details with theme
and menu will follow shortly and will be found in the church Narthex. As always, thank you all for your support in moving forward all of the social offerings that we provide here at Trinity. We need your help with the planning and
execution of the social activities so we can offer even more in the future. If
you have any questions, please feel free to ask any of us on the committee
(myself, Elaine Becker, or Susan Vogl). We will be looking to meet near the
end of the summer to plan out events for next year.

Respectfully Submitted
Harry Crossgrove
Social Committee Chair

Archives Committee
Do you have some spare time?
We are in need of people to serve on this important
committee. Duties include compiling, organizing, and
maintaining records of the church. If you would like to be a part
of the Archives Committee, please contact the church office.

WHEN SHOULD YOU CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE?

Due to health privacy regulations, the hospitals do not share your information
with your pastor unless you request it. In order to meet your pastoral needs,
please call the church office (610-584-4054):
When a family member is admitted to the hospital or returns home,
When you are ill and would like the pastor to visit,
If you would like Home Communion,
Change of address, phone number, or email address,
A new baby arrives or a death occurs,
Any time the church can assist you in any way.
If you call the office and no one is there, please leave a message.
If it is a pastoral emergency, please call the pastor’s cell phone 1-267-278-6015.

COMMUNION DATES
Holy Communion is celebrated every first Sunday of the
month and on these special occasions:
Pentecost
World Communion
Reformation 500th Anniversary
1st Sunday of Advent
Christmas Eve

Summer is coming and vacations are near, but the
church never takes a vacation. Bills need to be paid;
financial obligations are a constant, If you cannot be in
church on a particular Sunday, please mail in your
donation. This helps us to maintain our budget.

Thank you from the Stewardship Committee
…..and remember it is more blessed to give…..

How to Show
Love on a Sunday Morning
“Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for a sincere brotherly
love, love one another earnestly from a pure heart … .”
(1 Peter 1:22 ESV)
“So put away all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slander.”
(1 Peter 2:1 ESV)
“But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for His own
possession, that you may proclaim the excellences of Him who called you out of
darkness into His marvelous light.”
(1 Peter 2:9 ESV)

How do you show love on Sunday morning among God’s people? As a Christian,
what are some ways to demonstrate that you are interested in the lives of others?
Consider the following action points the next time you attend a worship service.


One way is to be outwardly focused. As a church, we can overlook love and
become insulated and ingrown. It is common to come to church thinking only
about what you will receive rather than what you are able to give. One of the
greatest dangers to the health of any church is to become inwardly-focused. If
you want your church to grow, you must value people. As Dr. Dave Coryell,
Director of Christian Endeavor (www. cemiatlantic.org) recently said to a group
of leaders: “Meaningful conversations and meaningful connections encourage
people to stay.” This really applies to everyone. Not just the greeters or the
Board of Deacons. Everyone.



Offer a courtesy. Try to think like your neighbor. What are their questions?
What are their needs? What may they be curious about when they visit your
church? Think like someone who is not a part of the church. Invite the
stranger to your Sunday School class. Take the time to answer their questions. As a church bulletin once stated: “We have one pastor, but all of us are
ministers!” See yourself as a minister, equipped to serve their needs.



Be available for others. The “greeting time” should not function as planned
kindness. We must do this more naturally. If you see someone that you do not
know, take the time to approach them. Introduce yourself. Tell them that
you’re glad they are here. Take them to the welcome center. And if there is no
one there, then be the welcome center! If it is your day to oversee the welcome center, show up early and stay late.



Don’t rush off. After the service, don’t be in a hurry to go to the next thing.
Don’t do anything for yourself for at least five, if not ten minutes. Take the time
to reach out to others and make them feel welcome. Someone once said:
“The church is the only organization that does not exist for itself.”



Pray and Be Sensitive to the Holy Spirit. David Fitch, who pastors in
Westmont, Illinois, encourages his church membership to take on a godly presence in their homes, neighborhoods, work places and church. He says: “Pray
for that space and become sensitive to what God is doing.” (Rob Toal,
“Outreach and Evangelism: What Works Today,” CT Pastors, 43). Pastor Fitch
encourages his flock to use the dinner table as a means for proactive love and
mercy, as well as evangelism.

As Christians, we are called by Christ to be available, provide a godly presence
and tell others about the great God we serve.

June
6/13
6/21
6/24
6/27

July
7/4
7/4
7/8
7/12
7/15
7/16
7/21
7/23
7/28
7/30

William Hood
Ty Sauerwald
Mary Ann Ricci
Allison Staples

Ryan Morris
Max Polec
Haley Laconis
Suzanne Leva
Milton Nuss
Nick Bryan
John Becker, III
Hannah Becker
Hayden Harkins
John Becker, Jr.

August
8/1
Sean Morris
8/3
Ned Schillow
8/7
Bruce Parker
8/7
Aubrey Sauerwald
8/8
Logan Sauerwald
8/15 Betty Ashley
8/16 Jimmy Polec
8/19 Eileen Huguenin
8/19 Catie Crossgrove
8/21 Jennifer Laconis
8/21 Maryallis Atkinson
8/21 Louis Verruni
8/21 Michael Bryan
8/24 Stephanie Harkins
8/27 Harry Crossgrove
8/28 Jean Black

Trinity Christian UCC
P.O. Box 538
2009 Church Road
Skippack, Pa 19474

Keep God first in your life!
Have a wonderful, safe and fun summer!
Enjoy!

