Trinity Christian U.C.C.
Skippack, PA

Summer Newsletter 2018
From the Search Committee
To all of our Family at Trinity Christian, UCC,

Less than a year ago, the Search Committee started on a journey to prayerfully
select a candidate to become the next pastor at Trinity Christian United Church
of Christ. Last November, we started by having small group meetings to get a
feeling of what you are looking for in a pastor before we began to assemble
our Church Profile. In February, the second leg of our journey began. We
sent our completed profile to the conference and an ad was placed to find a
pastoral candidate who would fill our needs. For the next two months, we
prayerfully reviewed 9 ministerial profiles, did phone interviews with two
candidates, and did a face to face interview with the same two candidates.
After hearing her preach at a neutral pulpit, through prayer and mutual
consent, we unanimously selected The Reverend Amelie Sell as our candidate
for the ministry of our church. Below is a brief bio of herself for your perusal.

And yet, the journey is not over. We look forward to having you join us on
Saturday night, May 26 at 6:00 p.m. for a dinner hosted by the Sear ch
and Social Committee where you will be able to meet Pastor Amelie and her
8-year-old daughter, Lucia in an informal setting.
Sunday morning, May 27, we ask that you continue the jour ney with us as
Pastor Amelie will conduct the 10:15 a.m. Worship Service. Before the
service, we invite you to join us at 9:45 in the graveyard, to put flowers on the
graves of those who served our country and where Pastor Amelie will offer a
prayer. Following the service, a congregational meeting will be held to answer
any questions and vote on the recommendation to call Pastor Amelie as our
new pastor.
We understand that this weekend is a holiday weekend and many of you may
already have plans, but we hope that as many of you as possible will be able to
make it. We believe that God has been with us through our journey, guiding
us and Pastor Amelie to the final destination, a home with us at Trinity
Christian United Church of Christ. We look forward to growing together,
serving together, and worshiping together.
Sharing the Journey,
The Members of the Search Committee

BIO OF THE REVEREND AMELIE SELL

Pastor Amelie (pronounced A-meel-yah) Sell is a
life-long member of the United Church of Christ and
was raised in a small church in Missouri. When she
was a teenager, her pastor told the youth that they
had “gifts”. She believed him. In college, she took
religion classes and felt the Lord was calling her.
Despite her family and friends doing their best to
talk her out of becoming a minister, she earned her Masters of Divinity at
Eden Theological Seminary and was ordained in 2004.
Pastor Amelie lives with her daughter, Lucia Hickman, who is an active 8year-old, creative and vibrant, and their two cats. She spends her free time
quilting, yoga, crocheting, taking walks, and as a Revolutionary War
Reenactor.
She has previously served two churches as their Associate Pastor. Her
present church has too many families and she misses the “family” of church,
which is why our profile attracted her to us.
Pastor Amelie cares deeply about the church and the covenantal relationship
members of the United Church of Christ share with one another. She is a
people-oriented person and feels that relationships are important. She looks
forward to getting to know people, get their connections and learn their
history. “Skippack is a place with a lot of opportunity and options. There
are a lot of people and neighborhoods around. We have the ability to grow
the church if we connect with our neighbors”.
She feels that the function of the worship service and how it is best achieved
is “Praise God and build up the body of Christ so we can be like Jesus in the
world. Prayers and lifting up prayer concerns is important because prayer
makes a difference. The congregation needs to be built up and fed so they
can have the sustenance they need to get through the rest of the week.”
Her description of God is “Loving Creator, Heavenly Father, Being, who is
always with us caring, watching over us, carrying us. God is Love, Support,
Care and Compassion.”
We understand that no one is perfect, so we asked her what she felt her
weaknesses were. She thought a minute and said that sometimes she gets
too overwhelmed with a lot of stuff going on. She also admitted that sometimes, she cares too much. And lastly, when planning sermons, she can
doubt herself and adds stuff in after the sermon is written.
Even though she has not been a full-time pastor of a church and has not had
a lot of “in charge” experience, she has preached once a month, (more when
the pastor of her first church was on a sabbatical), done confirmation classes,

bible studies, done funerals and weddings, communion and baptisms. She
also visits people in the hospital, shut-ins and counsels couples before they
get married and parents before their baby gets baptized to show the role that
they can take in the church's life. She serves on the North Penn Association’s
Committee on Ministry and as the co-chair of the Pennsylvania Southeast
Conference’s Ethics Committee.
Her gifts include being full of compassion and very empathetic, having a sincere interest in other people's lives. She feels that she is approachable and
easy to talk to. “God has called her to do this and it is important to do the
best that she can do. She doesn't want to mess things up. People associate
God with a minister and she doesn't want people to get the wrong impression
of Him.” She wants to be faithful to God. She wants to help others understand that Christianity offers good things and wants others to know God. If
seeds are planted, then eventually they will bear fruit. She works as a youth
pastor, loves all children and tries to figure out how she can relate to
them. All children, she feels are unique and have their own gifts.
Some of her references describe her as “honest, compassionate, open-minded,
easy to be around, approachable and open to suggestions without getting defensive”. “Pastor Amelie is extremely intelligent, yet can explain scripture in
an age-appropriate manner.” “In addition, she is extremely hardworking and
thorough.” “Has been an asset to our church and deeply cares about our kids
in a personal way.” “She guides and cares for us as a congregation, but can
also have a healthy balance of who she is as a person. Because of this, she is
a positive role model for all of our children, but especially for our young girls
and teenagers.” “Patient, kind, a good listener, makes well thought out suggestions and relates well to the children” “very warm, caring pastor. The
way that Pastor Amelie conducts herself on a daily basis is with very strong
Christian values. She is a very strong leader and an excellent role model to
the families of the church.”
In her self appraisal, she says “My work in pastoral care is very important for
me. I believe my parishioners have found me to be engaged and interested in
their lives. I pay attention to details and work to be present with congregation
members during the most stressful times of their lives: illness, grief, parenting new children and difficult children”. “Our worship of God is my life's
foundation. I work to be detail-oriented when it comes to worship planning.
I work to integrate our cherished worship traditions with worship innovations
that are meaningful to the people of our day and age”.
The search committee feels very comfortable introducing Pastor Amelie Sell
to you and hope you will welcome her with open arms as you get to know her
at the meet and greet dinner on Saturday. May 26th and at the worship service
on Sunday, May 27th.

Our entire church family is invited to participate in a brief Memorial Day
observation in the cemetery on Sunday, May 27th, at 9:45 am.
You are also encouraged to bring flowers with you to decorate the graves
of the men and women who served in the armed forces.

Note the Time Change!
Church service starts at 9:30 AM beginning Sunday, June 3rd, and
continues through the summer. There is no Sunday School.

Updates to Trinity’s Safe Church Policy and Procedure Manual
At the April and May Consistory meetings, a rather large number of routine
changes were presented aimed at keeping our church’s Safe Church Policy and
Procedure Manual up to date. These changes primarily included replacing
Internet URL’s which no longer functioned, modifying wording about clearance fees which had changed, correcting references regarding to whom clearances should be submitted, and replacing the name of the FBI fingerprinting
agency with its new Pennsylvania state successor. In other words, none of the
changes regarded substantive updates. All of them were needed to keep our
document current and accurate.
Interested persons can view the current document by going to the church website and accessing it on our newsletter page or by asking Deb Clewell in the
church office to see a printed copy.
Respectfully submitted,
Ned W. Schillow

Sunday School Update
I can't believe May is almost over and summer is almost here.
Normally our last Sunday School class would be held on the
Sunday prior to Memorial Day; however the test service for a
prospective new Pastor will be held that day. It is important to the
life of our church that all members, children and Trinity friends attend this service. As a result, we will not hold Sunday School next
week. Today, May 20, 2018, was the official last day for Sunday
School until September. Today I did present awards to the children
in church and will have the others with me next weekend. Even
though we were not able to learn (memorize) the entire Psalm 23,
they all did a great job getting it started. As a thank you for their
hard work, each child will receive a $10.00 gift card to Freddy Hill
Farms. I want to congratulate Sammy for learning the Lord's Prayer
this year.
Respectfully Submitted,
Susan Vogl, Christian Ed Chairperson

Volunteers are needed for “special music” over the
summer months when the choir is not in session. If you
can sing, play an instrument, or whatever your talent might
be, please contact Andres Box at:
trinityskippackmusic@gmail.com, 484-574-9421, or 484-627627-7281.

Church Picnic
Sunday, June 10th, immediately following the worship service.
Hamburgers, hot dogs, and beverages will be provided.
Everyone is encouraged to bring an additional covered dish.
There will be games for the children.

“Make Change With Change”
The “Make Change With Change” bucket is on the table to the
left when you enter into the church building. The money that is
collected in this bucket is used for anyone that has an emergency and does not have the funds available. Please take home one
of the empty jars sitting on the table, and collect your loose change. Once
your jar is filled, pour it into the bucket and know that you are helping someone in need. If you know someone that is experiencing financial problems and
needs help, please see Laura Parker, Susan Vogl, or Nancy Gallagher.

Without the generosity of the local community, the Daily Bread Food
Pantry would be unable to provide the quality and level of service
that is so desperately needed.
The Daily Bread Community Food Pantry is open Monday – Friday
from 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. to accept perishable and non-perishable
food items that have not passed their expiration date. What’s more,
the pantry is grateful to receive personal care items and supplies for
babies and pets as well.
Current Needs:
Personal Care Items
(toothpaste, paper towels, laundry soap, etc.)*
Cleaning Products
(dish soap, laundry soap, Windex, Pine-Sol, etc.)*
Canned Pasta, Soup, Veggies
Spaghetti Sauce
Juice
Canned Meats
*These items can’t be purchased with Food Stamps.

Don’t forget to place your Redner Warehouse Markets receipts in the
envelope on the bulletin board in the church Narthex.
These benefit the Daily Bread Food Pantry.

Summer Fun
We are planning 3 events this summer which will be instead of the traditional Vacation Bible School. Please let me know if you are or are not able
to attend.
June 30, 2018 - Ringing Rocks Park
We will do some hiking to the Boulder Field and
hear the rocks ring as we hit them with a hammer. That's right; they will hit rocks with a
hammer. Different rocks make different
sounds. We will then hike to the Waterfall. This
day will be filled with the wonders of God's
world. We will then spend some time having a picnic lunch, listen to a
story, and enjoy being together.
Depending on the number of children attending will determine if additional
drivers will be necessary.
July 14, 2018 or July 28, 2018 - Elmwood Park
Zoo
We will walk through the zoo to see all the different animals God has created. We will have ice
cream at Petrucci's Ice Cream Parlor inside the
zoo. The cost of the children will be covered.
Adults wishing to join us would be responsible for the cost of their admittance.
The specific date will be chosen in the next couple weeks. Please let me
know which weekend is better for you.
August (or possibly September) - Sight & Sound Theaters "Jesus"
Lancaster County, PA
This event will be open to the entire Church. The date will depend on how
many would like to attend. A sign-up sheet of "interest" will be located under the bulletin board in the Narthex. We will be purchasing a block of
seats for Trinity Christian UCC. The cost for the children will be covered. Adults and family members/friends will be
their responsibility. We will be purchasing the
tickets as a group which will be at a discounted
price.
The Story of JESUS
From the streets of Jerusalem to the raging Sea
of Galilee, Jesus befriends outcasts and heals the hurting. He challenges
social norms and confronts hypocrisy. He sets sail with fishermen and
reasons with religious scholars. And the lives he touches will never be the
same.
Experience the action-packed musical stage adventure, the miraculous
journey of the most famous person ever to walk the earth and the everyday people whose lives he forever changed.
Susan Vogl, Christian Ed Chairperson

Tuesday July 10, 2018
TRINITY DINNER THEATER
Buffet Dinner at Hotel Fiesole at 6PM followed by the Musical
“Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat”

performed at 8PM by the Playcrafters of Skippack.
Benefits Trinity Christian UCC, Skippack.
Tickets - $55 ea.
Contact Mary Ann Ricci for tickets and questions.
610-454-7744

SAVE THE DATE!
Come join the fun - Reading Phillies vs. Altoona Curve
Saturday, July 21, 21018 - 6:35 PM
Tickets are $11/person
MEGA Fireworks, weather permitting
Contact Nancy Gallagher if interested - 610-584-1468

The Church Never Takes A Vacation!
Please remember your financial obligations over the
summer months. If you cannot be in church on a
particular Sunday, please mail in your donation.
This helps us to maintain our budget.
Thank you from the Stewardship Committee!

June
6/13
6/21
6/24
6/27

July
7/4
7/4
7/12
7/15
7/16
7/22
7/21
7/23
7/28
7/30

William Hood
Ty Sauerwald
Mary Ann Ricci
Allison Staples

Ryan Morris
Max Polec
Suzanne Leva
Milton Nuss
Nick Bryan
John Becker, III
Kayley Kamnik
Hannah Becker
Hayden Harkins
John Becker, Jr.

August
8/1
Sean Morris
8/3
Ned Schillow
8/7
Bruce Parker
8/7
Aubrey Sauerwald
8/8
Logan Sauerwald
8/15 Betty Ashley
8/16 Jimmy Polec
8/19 Eileen Huguenin
8/19 Catie Crossgrove
8/21 Maryallis Atkinson
8/21 Louis Verruni
8/21 Michael Bryan
8/21 Renae Sauk
8/24 Stephanie Harkins
8/27 Harry Crossgrove
8/28 Jean Black

Trinity Christian UCC
P.O. Box 538
2009 Church Road
Skippack, Pa 19474

Keep God first in your life!
Have a wonderful, safe and fun summer!

